IN MEMORIAM:
March 13, 2018 – April 9, 2019
Regina Baker
Maureen Seaborn
Freda White
Marjorie Foster
Edward Geernaert
Bill Dodds
Shirley Campbell
Margaret Huntington

ANNUAL CONGREGATION GENERAL MEETING - May 27, 2018
Marnie Strong, Council Circle chairperson called the meeting to order at 11:25 am., Rev. Bruce Comrie
led in an opening prayer.
In Memoriam:
Cheryl Lyall and Arleen Simmonds read the "In Memoriam" names:
Joyce Hubbard
Stuart Frayne
Gerry Beekhuizen

Phillip Hubbard
Carolyn Secret
Mavis Robinson

Elvera Vehlow
Berte Willoughby

Margaret Spina
Irene Covington

It was determined that a Quorum had been established. It was moved by Chris Dolson, and seconded
by Karen McClelland that voting privileges be extended to Adherents of Kamloops United Church in
compliance with page 114 of the Bylaws of the United Church of Canada. Carried.
Adoption of minutes:
It was moved by Karen McClelland and seconded by Ray Sewell that the Minutes of the May 7, 2017
Annual Congregational meeting, the Minutes of the February 18, 2018 Annual Financial meeting and the
2017-18 Annual Report be adopted. The motion was carried.
Election of Council Circle Members:
The following were nominated for Council Circle:
Chairperson - Marnie Strong
1st Vice -Chair: Chris Dolson
2nd Vice- Chair: Jan Vint
Secretary: Sue Sewell
Treasurer: Gail Wichmann
Members-at-Large: Becky Geeson, Donna Vernon, Dirk Trigg, Dale Merrett
Presbytery Representatives: Carole Hutchings, Maia Walker
Ministry and Personnel Committee Reps.: Karen McClelland, Marcia Julian
Marne Chadderton moved and Sherri Nuyens seconded the motion to appoint the slate of Council
Circle members. The motion was carried.
Election of Trustees:
It was moved by Ray Sewell and seconded by Ron Routledge that the following persons be elected
Trustees of Kamloops United Church: Ray Sewell (Chairperson), Phyllis Boswell, Marcia Julian, Donna
Vernon
The motion was carried.
Election of Trustees:
It was moved by Ray Sewell and seconded by Ron Routledge that the following persons be elected
Trustees of Kamloops United Church.
Ray Sewell (Chairperson)
Phyllis Boswell
Marcia Julian
Donna Vernon
The motion was carried.

Marnie Strong explained that thanks would be expressed to out-going Council Circle member, Anne
Brogden for her service.
Marnie also expressed thanks to out-going Trustee Chuck Anderson for years of service as a Trustee.
As both were absent, Marnie will convey the congregation's appreciation to them.
Minister Emeritus, Don Waldon was presented with his annual Toonie.
Council Circle Report:
Marnie Strong repeated the announcement that had been made during the worship service, that Rev.
Bruce Comrie will transition into retirement on June 30, 2019. He will then begin a 3-month sabbatical
from July 1 to September 30, 2019. She explained that this arrangement will give the congregation time
to proceed with the search for a new minister. Conference Minister, Allison Rennie, has been very
helpful in working on this process.
Council Circle will appoint a Task Group to work on names for the Ministry Profile and Search
Committee. The Committee will be representative of age, gender and interests. and will be 5 - 7 people.
Report from Vision 429:
Jennifer Keim reviewed the history of the Redevelopment Project - Vision 421 and Vision 429. Ray
Sewell presented a brief Final Financial Report for the Vision 421 and Vision 429 Redevelopment
project.
He outlined the Source of Funds and the Application of Funds.
As a result, there are 39 Second mortgages held by Kamloops United Church. There are also Legacy
Funds of $174,627. remaining for the $15,000,000. project. These are currently held in the Reserve
Funds.
Jennifer's concluding statement was that " With your investment of faith, trust and money and with God's
grace, we are DONE!"
Ray suggested that a creative writer could write an article about our project for the Observer.
Final Business - Comments, Questions:
Diane Stuart moved, seconded by Bev Knowles that we express our thanks to committee members
Jennifer Keim, Ron Routledge, Ray Sewell, Don Waldon, Mary Ann Milobar and Rose Soneff.
Marnie mentioned that a Legacy Task group has been appointed by Council Circle to lead us in
discernment of use of the funds.
David Sutherland moved, seconded by Phyllis Boswell that the meeting be adjourned at 12:10 pm.
The meeting was closed with the singing of "One More Step Along the World I
Go".
Marnie Strong, Chairperson

Sue Sewell, Secretary

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - to appoint Ministry Profile and
Search Committee September 9, 2018
Marnie Strong, Council Circle chairperson called the meeting to order at the close of the Worship
service.
It was moved by Martha Ashbaugh, and seconded by Kathy Johnson that voting privileges be extended
to Adherents of Kamloops United Church in compliance with page 114 of the Bylaws of the United
Church of Canada. Carried.
Nominees for Ministry Profile and Search Committee:
Marnie presented the list of nominees for the Ministry Profile and Search Committee, as recommended
by Council Circle:
Ron Routledge - Chairperson
Chris Dolson
Geoff Gibbard
Marcia Julian
Ray Sewell
Jan Vint
and another person, pending
Marne Chadderton moved and Sharon Rhodes seconded the motion to appoint the list of committee
members. The motion was carried.
Linda L'Arrivee moved and Ron Routledge seconded a motion to authorize Council Circle to appoint
the seventh member of the committee. The motion was carried.
Marne Chadderton moved, seconded by Judy Barber that the meeting be adjourned.
Marnie Strong, Chairperson

Sue Sewell, Secretary

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Organ Purchase Decision
October 28, 2018
Marnie Strong, Council Circle chairperson called the meeting to order. She reminded the congregation
that "we are family".
Rev. Bruce Comrie offered a prayer.
It was moved by Elsie Shields, and seconded by Ingrid Van Tamelen that voting and corresponding
privileges be extended to Adherents of Kamloops United Church in compliance with page 114 of the
Bylaws of the United Church of Canada. Carried.
Information: Marnie explained that the cost of the Allen CF - 17DK organ is $60,897.33 plus taxes.
Pledges had been received from the KUC congregation members and the wider community totaling
$64,560.00 to noon on October 27th.
Organ
$
Rolling platform
Total
GST (5%) net of recovery
PST (7%)
Total Taxes

57,087.83
3,809.50
60,897.33
1,522.43
4,262.81
5,785.24

Grand Total $

66,682.57

There was time allowed for questions, which were answered by members of the Organ Committee
It was moved by Gordon Britton, and seconded by Sandy Baird that Kamloops United Church purchase
the Allen organ, up to a maximum amount of $60,897.33. plus applicable taxes.
Gail Wichmann gave instructions for the secret ballot voting procedure. Ballots were distributed, and
voting proceeded. A committee of Carole Hutchings, Chris Dolson, Dale Merrett and Becky Geeson
counted the ballots. The motion was carried.
It was moved by Dave Sutherland, and seconded by Barb Hollingshead that the ballots be destroyed.
Carried.
Gail Wichmann distributed a form explaining how to respond to pledges.
Thanks were expressed to the Organ Group: Gordon Britton, Marg Waldon, Gail Ovington, Don,
Waldon, Ron Routledge, June Routledge, Rachel Casponi, Sandy Baird, Karen McClelland, Ona
McDonald and Elsie Shields.
Bruce thanked Marnie and Council Circle for conducting the vote in a way that was fair to all. He then
led in a closing prayer.
"We believe the Holy Spirit is always up to something exciting and new".
Those present joined in singing "Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpets".
Marnie Strong, Chairperson

Sue Sewell, Secretary

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Ministry Profile & Search Report
November 18, 2018
Purpose of the meeting: The purpose of this meeting was to approve the Ministry Profile & Search
Report.
Marnie Strong, Council Circle chairperson called the meeting to order. Marnie explained that she was
chairing the meeting in place of Conference Minister, Allison Rennie. Presbytery Representative Carole
Hutchings was present. Marnie also explained that Rev. Bruce Comrie was not in attendance at the
meeting, as the topic involves a change in pastoral relations.
It was agreed that a quorum had been established, with over 20 members present. There were 65
members and adherents in attendance.
It was moved by Chris Dolson, seconded by Carole Hutchings that the meeting go into "Committee of
the Whole" for the discussion. Marnie explained eligibility to vote on searches, calls and appointments.
The motion was carried.
Ron Routledge, Chair of the Ministry Profile & Search Committee, introduced the report, which had been
circulated by email and made available in the Resource Room for examination. He explained the outline
of the report. There was time allowed for questions. A question about the aging demographics of the
congregation was addressed by the sentence on page 23: " Understands youth and young adults and
how to engage them in the Christian faith and in active participation in an age-diverse KUC community
of faith." There was a question about whether Interim Ministry had been considered. The response was
that it had, but was not felt to be appropriate in our situation.
Marnie asked for a show of hands vote within the "Committee of the Whole". The vote appeared to be
unanimously in favour. The "Committee of the Whole" was then adjourned.
Ron Routledge moved, seconded by Ona McDonald that the Ministry Profile & Search Report be
approved. The motion was carried unanimously by KUC Members voting.
Marnie expressed thanks to the Committee: Ron Routledge, Chairperson, Chris Dolson, Geoff Gibbard,
Marcia Julian, Ray Sewell and Jan Vint. She described the document as "an amazing snapshot of this
congregation".
Ron explained that once the Report is approved by Pacific Mountain Region, the congregation will be
advised and advertising for the position will begin. Closing date for applications will be January 25,
2019.
The meeting was adjourned.
Marnie Strong, Chairperson

Sue Sewell, Secretary

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Redevelopment Legacy Funds
December 2, 2018
Purpose of the meeting: The purpose of this meeting was to vote on a motion to approve the
Redevelopment Legacy Fund Report.
Marnie Strong, Council Circle Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 11:15 am. Marnie explained
the purpose of the meeting.
It was moved by Derm Strong, and seconded by Sharon Rhodes that voting privileges be extended to
Adherents of Kamloops United Church in compliance with page 114 of the Bylaws of the United Church
of Canada. Carried.
Jennifer Keim, a member of the Legacy Funds Task Group, explained the Redevelopment Legacy Fund
report. Two forms of legacy funds arising from the Redevelopment were identified:
1) Construction Legacy funds: The net amount was $174,627.00.
2) Mortgage Legacy funds: 10% second mortgages, to be received when original purchasers sell
their units in the future.
At this time, the report is addressing only the Construction Legacy funds. Jennifer explained that
consultation with the congregation identified the following priorities:
Sanctuary, 50%
including, but not limited to, painting,
audio-visual improvements, lighting,
chairs and cushions
Outreach - Camp Grafton 10%
Programs and Other Outreach 30%
Building Upgrade Projects
10%
Jennifer explained the discernment of priorities by the Task Group.
It was moved by Gail Wichmann and seconded by Diane Stuart that the congregation approve the
following resolution:
Whereas Kamloops United Church has completed its Redevelopment Project and have realized a net
profit of $174,627.00 (Construction Legacy Funds);
The Congregation hereby authorizes the Council Circle to dispense the Construction Legacy Funds in
accordance with the following guidelines:
1.
Up to 36% ($63,501.60) to be spent on Sanctuary Upgrades including, but not limited to, painting,
audio & visual equipment, lighting, chairs & cushions, and a $5,000 contingency fund;
2.
6% ($10,000.00) to be set aside and made available to Camp Grafton Society (CGS) for the
building of a new septic system at Camp Grafton, provided that:
a.
CGS provides a detailed project proposal;
b.
Evidences sufficient funds to pay any costs associated with project over and above KUC's
contribution; and
c.
KUC shall be able to reallocate the monies at the end of 3 years from today if CGS has not
been able to meet 2.a. and 2.b.;
3.
Up to 10% ($17,462.70) to be spent on Building Upgrades including, but not limited to, indoor &
outdoor signage and décor;
4.
10% ($17,462.70) to be paid to M & S;

5.
6.

Up to 8% ($13,800.00) to be set aside and used for expenses associated with the Ministry &
Personnel search including, but not limited to, interview expenses and moving costs; and
30% ($52,400.00) to be used in response to applications made to Council Circle for funds
provided that Council Circle shall use:
a.
15% ($26,200.) for Program based funding requests; and
b.
15% ($26,200.) for Outreach based funding requests.

There were several questions and comments. The motion was carried.
Marnie expressed thanks to the Legacy Task Group: Gail Wichmann (Chairperson), Jennifer Keim, Ray
Sewell, Ross Styles, Dirk Trigg, Florence Ballard and Marnie Strong.
Rev. Bruce Comrie offered a closing prayer.
The meeting was adjourned.
Marnie Strong, Chairperson

Sue Sewell, Secretary

KAMLOOPS UNITED CHURCH, ANNUAL FINANCIAL MEETING –
March 3, 2019
The meeting was called to order by Marnie Strong, Chairperson of Council Circle. Marnie welcomed
everyone to the meeting, and thanked several people who were filling in for each other on this day.
Rev. Bruce Comrie led in an opening prayer asking for God's blessing on our deliberations and our
ministry at Kamloops United Church.
Motion to Enable Adherents to Vote:
It was moved by Donna Vernon and seconded by Marcia Julian that the vote be extended to Adherents
of Kamloops United Church in compliance with Sec. B.3.7 page 60 the Bylaws of the United Church of
Canada. Carried.
Financial Report:
In the absence of Treasurer Gail Wichmann due to illness, the Financial Statements for 2018 and
Budget for 2019 were presented by Ray Sewell. Ray explained that the statements and budget had
previously been reviewed and accepted by Council Circle. Ray pointed out the Actual Identified
Offerings in 2017 and 2018, which were below budgeted amounts. There was a shortfall of $8,312. in
2018. Ray then addressed the statements and budget line by line.
There was time for questions and comments. It was moved by Marne Chadderton and seconded Joy
Arkles that the Financial Statements for 2018 and Budget for 2019 be accepted. Carried.
Marnie expressed thanks for Gail's work in preparing the statements throughout the year, and for the
year end. Marnie also acknowledged Florence Ballard's work in preparing the Narrative Budget
document.
It was moved by Ona McDonald, seconded by Dawne Taylor that the meeting be adjourned. Carried.
Rev. Bruce Comrie led in a Closing Prayer.
Chairperson, Marnie Strong

Secretary, Sue Sewell

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - March 31, 2019
The meeting was called to order by Marnie Strong, Chairperson of Council Circle. Marnie welcomed
everyone to the meeting. Marnie stated that the purpose of the meeting was to receive the report of the
Ministry Profile and Search Committee and to vote on a Call to Ministry.
Rev. Dawne Taylor led in an opening prayer.
Motion to Enable Adherents to Vote:
It was moved by Martha Ashbaugh and seconded by Iris Davies that the vote be extended to Adherents
of Kamloops United Church in compliance with the handbook entitled "Pastoral Relations: Community of
Faith", The United Church of Canada, January 2019, page 44.
"Full members in the community of faith are eligible to vote on pastoral relations matters, including calls
and appointments, and may extend voting privileges to adherents of the community of faith." Carried.
Report of the Ministry Profile and Search Committee:
Ron Routledge, Chair of the committee, presented the report using projection slides. Ron listed
members of the committee: Ron Routledge, Chris Dolson, Geoff Gibbard, Marcia Julian, Ray Sewell
and Jan Vint.
Ron explained the tasks of the committee and the process that had been followed, including a 24 page
Ministry Profile Report, and two interviews with the candidate. Ron introduced the name of Dr. Michael
Caveney, of St. David's United Church, West Vancouver, B.C. and outlined his background and
qualifications. The salary and benefits were explained. Dr. Caveney's start date will be September 1,
2019.
There was time for questions and comments. Marnie read a letter from Rev. Bruce Comrie in support of
the process of the Ministry Profile and Search, and expressing thanks to the Committee.
It was moved by Ron Routledge and seconded Marne Chadderton that Dr. Michael Caveney be called
to Kamloops United Church: Centre for Community and Spiritual Discovery with the terms as stated in
the "Record of Call", to request that Pacific Mountain Regional Council approve this call and to disband
the Ministry Profile and Search Committee following the Covenanting Service in the fall. The motion was
carried unanimously by the members and adherents present.
Preparing for Transition and Change:
Allison Rennie, Regional Pastoral Relations Support, then gave a presentation on "Preparing for
Transition and Change". Allison asked those present to hold the information of the call in confidence for
this week, until the congregation of St. David's United Church has been informed of Dr. Michael
Caveney's resignation. Allison used a scarf to provide a visual image of the ties members have to their
minister, and that this will change, and needs to be recognized so that Bruce Comrie can leave well. It
will also allow us to build new bonds with the new minister. There are 3 points that can help with
transition:
1. Recognizing the end.
2. Grieving - noticing the loss.
3. Celebrating - tell stories, finish business with the minister, name new learnings.
Closing: Rev. Dawne Taylor led in a closing prayer.
It was moved by Ray Sewell, seconded by Kathy Johnson that the meeting be adjourned. Carried.
Chairperson, Marnie Strong

Secretary, Sue Sewell

COUNCIL CIRCLE CHAIR
Looking back and looking forward ….
It is now three years since we celebrated the completion of 429 St. Paul St. with the first occupants
moving in spring 2016. The new Council Circle that followed in June that year began the process of
helping us settle into the new administration space and implemented the Administrative Manager
position. Thus began another new adventure in the life and service of Kamloops United Church! In that
year the KUC ~ Centre for Community and Spiritual Discovery also
took flight. In the second year the building came alive with new
programs, community engagements and space quickly booking up
with an amazing range of community and church groups and events
filling the building. This year, the third, space recovery is at capacity,
the face of KUC is truly “out there” in the community and people from
the community come in and feel welcomed, celebrated and engaged.
This past year the Redevelopment Project was fully completed and
plans made in policy to ensure legacy for the future. The Vision 429
Team of six were liberated – with our eternal gratitude for a job very
well done.
Thank you to Administrative Manager Florence Ballard who has
played such an integral role as our ambassador and organizer.
Florence has also taken the lead in bringing KUC and the Camp
Grafton Society together building trust and completing a lease
agreement.
Also this year several significant initiatives were fulfilled through strong, skilled, passionate and
dedicated leadership. These were: the Organ Group, the Ministry Profile and Search Group, the
Redevelopment Legacy Task group and the Privilege Forum (Discovery Circle). Council Circle has been
dedicated to guiding the congregation through this post redevelopment stage. Discovery Circle has
guided the process of spiritual discovery and community building. Rev. Bruce Comrie has been our rock
through it all.
Thank you to every member of the KUC staff and to Council Circle members over the last three years.
Thank you to those who have stepped forward to lead ministry groups and task groups. Thank you to the
volunteers in every single aspect of this church, to those in the community who support us in so many
ways and finally thank you to the wonderful congregation who support this church.
…. and now the Holy Spirit is up to something exciting and new for Kamloops United!
New vision, new energy, new spiritual exploration and a new leadership team who will lead us forward. I
hope, like me, you can hardly wait!
To Bruce, we wish you a wonderful, long and happy
retirement. You go with our blessings and our deepest
appreciation for your ministry with us at KUC.
Marnie Strong, Chairperson

REV. D. BRUCE COMRIE – LEAD MINISTER
It’s been said that two of the most important things a person can learn in their life is how to say ‘Hello’
and how to say ‘Good-Bye.’ Seventeen years ago I said ‘Hello’ to Kamloops United Church as one of
your ministers. And you most graciously said ‘Hello’ to me and my family. For example, I recall the day
we moved into our house, Bev Knowles and Gerry Nicholson knocked on our door with pizzas in hand.
We had a feast on the deck! It was a great beginning.
Since those initial Hellos there has been a lot of living – highs,
lows and everything in between. Almost a year ago, on May 27,
2018 Marnie Strong, Chair of Council Circle announced that I
would be transitioning into retirement in early June 2019. At the
time, it seemed like such a long way away! However, that time to
say ‘Good-Bye’ is almost here with my last service at KUC being
Pentecost Sunday June 9th.
Over the past year I have approached my ministry from two
perspectives. The first perspective has been one of attending to
the day to day activities: preparing and leading worship services,
supporting the activities of KUC as a Centre for Community and
Spiritual Discovery, offering pastoral care and memorial services,
sharing in the leadership and management of the congregation,
being involved in outreach and ecumenical activities, supervising
a ministry student in Enderby and participating in Presbytery,
Conference and now Regional meetings.
The second perspective comes from the need to say ‘Good-Bye.’ Over the past year there have been
many ‘last times.’ For example; the last time offering Christmas or Easter services at KUC, the last time
participating in various committees and groups, etc. During these ‘last times’ it has been good to reflect
on our ministry together and to give thanks. Soon, we will give thanks and offer our good-byes at the
Fiesta/Celebration weekend on June 8 and 9th. There’s nothing like a good old party and a worship
service to do that!
In the meantime, I want to offer my thanks for all who call KUC their home church. I want to thank the
Council Circle for their leadership and especially to Marnie Strong for chairing so well over the past three
years. I want to thank all those who lead and serve on groups, committees and ministries within the
congregation. Your service is outlined in this Annual Report and I urge everyone to read about the
multitude of ministries that are so faithfully offered. I want to thank the great staff that I have had the
pleasure of working with! Thank you to each and every one. By God’s grace, I give thanks for the
ministry of KUC!

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER – FLORENCE BALLARD
What a great year! I look forward to all that is to come in the next season. Being part of
the newly formed Pacific Mountain Region and working with our yet to be formed Cluster.
I am sad to be losing Bruce to retirement at the same time I am thrilled that he is on this
next leg of his adventure. I am looking forward to working with our new minister Michael!
Utilization of our amazing building is going very well. We have; support groups, pride
groups, youth groups, musical groups, exercise groups, cooking groups, study groups, spiritual seeking
groups, recovery groups, social action groups and so many more meeting here regularly. It is a joy to
offer space to so many engaged people here in Kamloops.
If you have any comments or questions please drop by and see me. I will help in any way I can.

AFFIRMING MINISTRY
Affirming work flourished in 2018. Well supported by
other ministries and groups within KUC, from the Thrift
shop to the administrative office, the custodians to the
Fabric Arts group, the webministers, projectionists,
clergy and countless others; our commitment to being
Public, Intentional and Explicit infuses our worship, our
ministries, and the décor!
All year, space in our building is made available to the
Kamloops Pride organization, and to some other groups that serve the LGBTQ2s+ community, for
meetings and workshops. The Kamloops Pride Choir rehearses at KUC, under the care of our (former)
Music Director Rachel Casponi.
In the middle of the summer, Chris Dolson again attended the SpiritPride event at St. Andrews-Wesley
United Church in Vancouver, which reinforced the inspiration to continue the on-going process of
becoming an ally.
For the second year, a couple of dozen KUC folk marched in the Kamloops Pride Parade, and cheerfully
hosted at the KUC booth in Riverside Park
that Day. During Kamloops Pride week in
2018, two other exciting things happened at
KUC; on August 22, our accessibility ramp
was transformed into a welcoming permanent
rainbow. (Thanks to the master-painter skills
of Bill Paul!) Then on August 24, KUC
welcomed the community to a pre-parade art
event with sign-making in the hall, and an
LGBTQ art show in the sanctuary. Kamloops
United Church was acknowledged several
times by the Kamloops Pride president in her remarks to the thousands of people gathered in the park
on the Sunday! And the response on social media to our rainbow ramp was amazing!
Later in the fall, KUC walked again, this time at the TRUPride event at Thompson Rivers University. At
the end of September, the much anticipated banner with the AU/SE
symbol was permanently mounted in our sanctuary in a location selected
Intentionally for maximum visibility to all who enter. The beautiful piece of
art was created lovingly by the Fabric Arts group, and brought to life by
the determination of Marie Allen. At the September 30 worship service,
the banner was dedicated and the Reflections that day by Marie Allen
and Chris Dolson illuminated again the KUC commitment to actively
Affirming all. (The Fabric Arts group also presented a quilted rainbow
runner to cover the communion table. What a loving way to use up the
extra fabric from the banner!)
During worship on November 18, there was a Reflection to shine a light
on the International Transgender Day of Remembrance, and a reminder
that there are steps we can all take to counter the scourge of
transphobia.
One very busy day in December, KUC produced a video, starring… KUC! In response to a request
from AU/SE for video about being a church that is public, intentional and explicit about LGBTQ2s+

inclusion, Florence Ballard took things to the next level and choreographed a diverse cast of KUC folk in
a four-minute video that really speaks to the heart of KUC and PIE.
In January, as part of the Global Ministry movie nights, we showed a video from the Generous Space
Ministry, Belonging in the Body: Transgender Journeys of Faith. Following the screening, there was a
thoughtful discussion.
Sections of our KUC PIE video showed up
again in March, in a video that was produced
by Affirm United/S’Affirmer Ensemble. To
celebrate Pi Day (March 14), AU/SE invited
churches across the country to create PIE Day
events. At KUC, on March 17 we heard a
reflection during worship about being PIE, and
about Allyship as a spiritual practice. For
example, our Kamloops United Church
spiritual practice of the weekly public,
intentional and explicit welcome to LGBTQ+.
After worship, all were invited to enjoy a piece
of pie and view the PIE video from Affirm
United. Pi, PIE and pie were enjoyed immensely!
The 2019 Kamloops Pride Parade is August 25, and conversations are beginning now to explore how
KUC will publicly, intentionally and explicitly support this year’s festivities. Can’t wait!
Submitted by: Chris Dolson

CAMP GRAFTON
Question: How do you know you had a successful camping season in 2018?
Answer: When online registration opens on the evening of January 14, 2019 and within 48 hours you
have well over 100 campers registered, and by February 6 there are only 13 spaces remaining and there
are now waiting lists for all of the camps!!!
In 2018, 209 children, aged 8-16, enjoyed one of the five full weeks of camp.
In a survey of the staff, 100% said they wanted to work at Camp Grafton in the future.
And in 2019, some staff members will have the opportunity to sleep in new accommodations including
two 10x10 staff cabins, and a completely refurbished “Cook’s Cabin”. Our 2018 Camp Coordinators, a
brother and sister team, Jason and Sarah Marchese, have returned for the 2019 season.
It is going to be great summer!!
“Just crawling into bed after another very rewarding day at camp. Wow
these kids (and I say that because I’m by far the oldest here!!) are amazing
who either run/work at this camp. Every day I have watched the
relationships grow. What a truly wonderful experience. Thank you for
introducing me to such a magical place.”

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
We would love to see you for coffee after worship on Sunday.
To sign up for coffee duty please put your name on the sign-up sheet on the fridge in
the HALL. It is a great way to get connected and support our Church community.

COMMUNITY LUNCH
The Community Lunch program is in its sixth year! This
year, the organizers tried a new approach by varying the
menu with a different main course each month. Still
included were a salad, dessert and coffee/tea for a very
reasonable price. The tables were
decorated with a different theme each
month. KUC and community folk
enjoyed meeting on the luncheon day
for some great conversations. The program group enjoy the camaraderie of working
together, and serving the Community Lunch, and were greatly appreciated by the
participants. We would like to thank everyone who came out to lead or help for all their
hard work! If you are interested in helping, please contact Administrative Manager
Florence Ballard and she will put you in touch with the group.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The COAC comes under the umbrella of the Global and Community Action Core Ministry. It
encompasses both the PIT Stop Community Outreach Program and the Reconciliation Exploration
Circle group within its purview.
In the past year COAC has supported and encouraged the congregation to attend several community
events. Members also attend the monthly Changing the Face of Poverty meetings led by the Elizabeth
Fry Society.

DISCOVERY CIRCLE
In late 2015, the newly formed group, Discovery Circle, was given a mandate to envision and implement
KUC as a Centre for Community and Spiritual Discovery. The Centre is not separate from KUC, but
rather KUC is the Centre for Community and Spiritual Discovery. All programs, service to others,
worship, ministries, studies, forums, etc. offered by KUC are done through the lens of our identity as a
Centre for Community and Spiritual Discovery.
Early on, Discovery Circle identified 4 pillars of the Centre as noted below:
1. Radical Hospitality and Inclusivity – our vision is that KUC will move from a “welcoming” to an
“inviting” focus, perhaps through a group which will form to carry out a Ministry of Hospitality.
2. Nurturing Community – as well as welcoming the larger Kamloops community to our facilities, it is
important to also build up the KUC community. Initiatives include:
- a March 2019 Leadership Workshop – “Artists of Possibility”. Current group leaders, Council Circle
and Discovery Circle members looked at concerns and issues identified by those present. That
conversation will continue in May.
- a new congregational photo directory will be produced and ready by September
- a group is organizing to write a history of KUC.
- Discovery Circle is engaged in a book study of Community: the Structure of Belonging (Peter Block)
with the hope that insights from that book might be applicable to building community at KUC.
3. Spiritual Discovery – undertakings here include:
- the Theological Banquet in March, 2018 facilitated by the Rev. Janet Gear
- the public Privilege Forum in November 2018 with keynote speaker, the Rev. Dr. Bill Phipps and panel
members from diverse groups in Kamloops. A follow-up event is the Interfaith Women’s Gathering on
April 30, 2019 with invited women guests from the various faith communities in Kamloops.
- 4 Exploring Spirituality workshops on different topics.
- discussion groups on the Lenten Challenge in both 2018 and 2019
- fall of 2019, will see at least one, possibly two book studies offered, as well as a possible Living the
Questions video series again
- with the new minister, we will discuss hiring a part-time Coordinator of Spiritual Programs through the
Legacy Fund, and hopefully grants from the Regional and National offices.
- in October 2019, the United churches of Kamloops are partnering with Pacific Mountain Region to offer
a week-end event especially designed for small and medium-sized congregations.
4. Social Justice – the programs related to this pillar are primarily carried out by other KUC groups in
the name of the Centre for Community and Spiritual Discovery (eg. Global and Community Action,
Reconciliation and Exploration Circle, Affirming Ministry, PIT Stop).
Discovery Circle continues to be excited by the possibilities that present themselves as KUC and the
entire congregation embraces and grows fully into being a Centre for Community and Spiritual
Discovery.
Discovery Circle Co-Chairs: Mary Ann Milobar and Dawne Taylor

FIBER ARTS
Although small in number, the Fiber Arts group has been extremely busy this
past year.
Our first challenge was commissioned by the Affirm Committee to be a
constant reminder of our congregation’s commitment to be accepting of all
peoples…no exceptions. It hangs in the sanctuary as a welcome to all who
enter. Accompanying this banner is a new communion cloth in the same
colors. This piece was commissioned by the KUC Worship and Music
Committee. Both projects were presented to KUC in September 2018.
Our next project was a new “Bookcase” banner for the Resource Center.
Each member of the committee did a “shelf” and in September it was hung in
its new home.
Our final project was the “Crown of Thorns” Lenten
banner and antependium commissioned by the Worship
and Music Committee. Again each member of the
committee played a role in its design and construction
and on the first Sunday of Lent it was presented to KUC.
We are now planning our
future. We have several
requests for special projects,
but having identified several
needs in the sanctuary will
focus on that area specifically
for the foreseeable future. New
drapes and a banner for the
General or “green” season are
our initial priorities.
Our displays of quilts in The Hall will continue and we
would encourage any quilters who are not members of
our group to participate in these displays. Just contact
any member of the committee for information.
The entire committee would like to thank the KUC
congregation and the special committees mentioned
above for their wonderful support during this past year.
We would also like to thank those folk who have donated
quilting fabric and notions for our use.
Respectfully submitted by the Fiber Arts Committee:

PS: …got this note from receptionist Marnie Chadderton and wanted to share with you here. ”I was on the
reception desk during the rental luncheon in December and was inundated with compliments about the wall
hangings in the Hall and the Sanctuary.
Almost every group as they were leaving talked about the welcoming atmosphere in the church and the very
beautiful quilts and wall hangings displayed. Thought you would like to know how appreciated this work is on a
daily basis.”

GARDENERS
We meet any day or time to keep the green space around the KUC beautiful. We have had
many positive comments on our gardens. There are often opportunities to share about
KUC when passersby stop to chat. Submitted by: Linda L’Arrive

GLOBAL AND COMMUNITY ACTION COMMITTEE
Offering activities to increase congregational and community awareness and action with global and local social justice issues.
“Micah 6:8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and
to walk humbly with your God.”

In the fall Global sponsored two theatre nights, Spitting Slag by Mansel Robinson,
featuring Glen Cairns, about a miner's loss of his son, and a staged reading of
George Johnson’s screenplay Peace Pledge, about the founding of the Peace
Pledge Union in Britain in the 1930s by Canon Dick Sheppard.
George spoke about the 1934 Peace Pledge at the
annual Walk for Peace, Social Justice, and the
Environment in June, and invited people, including the KUC congregation
to sign the original Peace Pledge, stating “I renounce war and I will never
support or sanction another.” These pledges were gratefully received in
solidarity by the Peace Pledge Union in the U.K.. https://www.ppu.org.uk/.
In November we distributed white poppies, which “represent remembrance for all victims of war, a
commitment to peace and a challenge to attempts to glamorise or celebrate war” (PPU).
Our Global movie nights continued to be popular and included The Fallen
Feather, Wasted: the Story of Food Waste, Journey’s End, To The Ends of
the Earth, Fahrenheit 11/9, and Belonging in the Body: Transgender
Journeys of Faith. In September we were pleased to be able to show Flin
Flon Flim Flam, a new documentary about Canada's involvement in
international mining, with the producer John Dougherty visiting from the U.S.A. for a Q. and A.
This event was sponsored by KAIROS, and we hosted Dawn Maracle and Shannon Neufeldt from
KAIROS in September to share news of local and national KAIROS work on Reconciliation, Migrant
Justice, and Women of Courage.
The 2018 Giving Tree of the Light of Christ raised $3977.00, ($1325.66 for each
recipient). The three recipients were: the KUC Pre-School, The United Church of Canada
- (Cultural Revitalization),
The United Church of Canada - (Safe House, Safer Society), the latter two from the Gifts
With Visions catalogue. The donations for the 2017 Giving Tree of Joy totalled $3797, so
this year's donations were $181.00 more, an approximate 5% increase.
This year the Chris Gaffney Fund money, in the amount of $313.48, was donated to the
Elizabeth Fry Society.
Our members have become involved in the Kamloops Blue Dot Network, with the aim of making the City
of Kamloops a Blue Dot Community, holding up the ideals of clean water, clean air and healthy food for
all Canadians. The ultimate aim is to have these rights enshrined in the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. KUCers are encouraged to sign the online petition at bluedot.ca. .
Submitted by George Johnson

HOSTS, KAMLOOPS UNITED CHURCH
Our KUC Sunday Hosts group are the people who welcome everyone to worship on Sunday mornings.
There are 15 hosts, and each person takes two or three Sundays on the schedule every 3
months. You'll see us wearing "Welcome" or "I am the face of KUC" badge. We greet newcomers,
assist with the lift, distribute bulletins, and invite you to stay for coffee time. We try hard to remember
names, but please introduce yourself if we forget!
Usually, one of us is at the front door, one at the Sanctuary door, and one in the hallway. If you have
questions, please ask us, and we'll try to help, or find someone who can.
Thank you to all who share in this ministry of welcoming.
If you would like to join us in this welcoming ministry, please give me a call, or call the church office.
Sue Sewell, KUC Host Co-ordinator

LABYRINTH MINISTRY
Labyrinth walks are held once a month in the Hall on our beautiful Labyrinth. KUC
folks mingle with members of the community in this spiritual exploration set to
beautiful music and candle light. Come join us for some quiet reflection in community
to deepen your relationship with spirit. This past year we have been averaging 15-20
people per walk. Thanks to Nina Johnson for her leadership and to Rob Gretsinger
for his music selections.

MARRIAGE MINISTRY
Kamloops United Church recorded eight weddings in our official Marriage
Registers between May of 2018 and May of 2019. What is notable, and very
different from recent years, is that four of those weddings actually took place
in the KUC building. Off-site, the other four weddings took place in a variety
of beautiful venues including Westsyde Centennial Park, Barnhartvale, Notch
Hill and the Brownstone Restaurant.
The Marriage Minister, Chris Dolson, officiated at four weddings; two were
officiated by clergy from out of town, and two were presided over by retired
KUC clergy.
Florence Ballard enjoyed having the opportunities to use her stash of
wedding décor, and in a couple of very unique situations worked closely with
Chris to create beautiful occasions, once in the sanctuary and once in the
lounge, with very little time, for couples who essentially eloped!
Joyful occasions all of them! I am grateful for
every aspect of my role as Marriage Minister,
thank you! Chris Dolson

MINISTRY PROFILE & SEARCH COMMITTEE
We are very pleased to introduce Rev. Dr. Michael Caveney who will be serving in ministry at Kamloops
United Church beginning September 2019. Many thanks from the Search Committee for all your support.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care members meet on a monthly basis and we connect with the whole congregation ongoing.
We attend to illness, losses, transitions and celebrations with cards, phone calls and home visits.
Pastoral care members visit at the hospital two to three times a week. Patients are very appreciative of
the visits. This contact strengthens the connection with the church and reassures the family that their
loved one is cared for.
Bruce Comrie and Pastoral Care members host a monthly worship service at Berwick On the Park. This
service strengthens the church connection with Berwick residents. We occasionally host a tea following
the worship service.
The Memorial Hymn Sing is a pastoral and celebratory gathering, remembering the lives of our loved
ones. Through the gifts of community and music, we celebrate the lives of those dear to us who have
died.
The Blue Christmas service acknowledges individual’s loss and grief. The community, particularly those
living with loss and grief over the holiday season, are invited to gather at this contemplative reflective
service. This is a meaningful experience of community facilitating people to connect through a shared
experience.
We recognize how all of Kamloops United Church family are participants in our Pastoral Care ministry in
numerous ways such as greetings, phone calls, rides, visits or sharing a concern or celebration with us.
We are grateful and reliant on the congregation to let us know if someone is ill, in the hospital or going
through a challenging time. Together we strengthen our church community and spirit.
Pastoral Care Contact: Cheryl Lyall

KAMLOOPS UNITED CHURCH PRESCHOOL &
OUT OF SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM
421 St Paul Street, Kamloops B.C. V2C 2J7

250-372-1043 preschool@kamloopsunited.ca

Kamloops United Church Preschool: Providing preschool to children ages 3 years old to 5 years
old. This is a Parent Participation Preschool, which means that the parents are the assistants in the
classroom. The teacher, Patti Pernitsky ECE is the only paid staff teaching preschool programs.
Out of School Care Program: Providing before and after school care to children ages 5 years old to 12
years old. This program operates all year long. During July and August this program operates as full
day child care. Also during Spring Break and Christmas Break the program operates as full day child
care. The teaching staff in this program this year have been: Patti Pernitsky ECE, Kathryn Pernitsky,
Lisa Neufeld, Vicki Shang , Shelmon Li, Tarea Navaratne. They are all considered part-time, as we work
around their university schedules.
Board of Directors: This year’s Board is made up of four Church appointed members: Betty Karpuk,
Anne Brogden, Carolyn Ramsay and Linda L’Arrive plus EliseFenwick, the Parent Rep for Tue. and
Thurs. classes and Claire Macleod, the Parent Rep for Mon. and Wed. classes.
Highlights / Challenges: We have found it a positive challenge to use what we have; we are experts at
using recycling and turning it into treasures! For those of you who are unaware, we are the oldest
preschool in British Columbia. Over time, we have become known as an exceptional educational
experience. Patti Pernitsky, the administrator, has been nominated for an outstanding educator award
that comes from the office of the Prime Minister. We are very proud of her history.
Our Pre-School welcomes all families, the program here is very inclusive. There are families that have
originated from many parts of the world. We have LGB and Trans. families. We are deeply committed to
our Indigenous families. We encourage all of our families to share their cultures with us. As well, we are
especially adept at including children with what might be considered challenges in another setting. Here
every child is called by name, not by diagnosis. All of the children are given the opportunity to explore
their abilities and advance on their journey.
We are part of the new Childcare Fee Reduction Initiative that has allowed more families to qualify for
government subsidies. This has been very helpful for our single parent families. As an established
Congregation, we applaud your commitment to this preschool which has been able to remain open when
many others around us have come and gone. We have sustainability and the ongoing support of the
Kamloops community in recognizing the value of a Parent Participation Preschool. It does take a
community to raise a child and we are proud to be a part of this church community.
Blessings upon you and your families.

P.I.T. STOP (People In Transition)
Each Sunday PIT Stop serves a delicious hot meal to people in need. We always have 'take away'
meals ready for our guests that cannot come in for a sit down meal - they take the meal with them and
eat it in a more comfortable environment. As well, our guests almost always afford us the respect and
consideration that is necessary in our building. If there are any miscues, they will always listen to me as I
request any changes that might be necessary. Also, the magnitude of the volunteer experience is very
significant for many people. I believe that our program gives many volunteers - first time or otherwise an awakening and enlightening experience in many cases. I believe that in some ways, we help give an
opportunity of learning and caring for many of our community members.
We produced 9,418 meals in 2018. In addition, we also provided hundreds of 'uncounted' or 'seconds' as
take away meals. This accomplishment is 100% attributable to the commitment of more than 500
volunteers in 2018. Our lightest day was Canada Day, July 1 with 80 meals and our heaviest was Dec 9,
Christmas Dinner with 405 guests.
Our relationship with the FOODShare
program is significant and notable. We
received thousands of pounds of food over
the year including almost all of our meat
requirements! Their ability to secure, and repurpose this food through us not only impacts
our budget, but it also gives us the
opportunity to provide every guest with a
generous and satisfying portion - no one
goes away hungry.
We participated in the Point In Time
Homeless Count and the Youth Homeless
Count again and we also provided all the food for the Out Of The Cold program at St. Paul's Anglican for
the winter months as well as for Out Of The Heat for some of the summer. These programs are working
very well and there are no issues with our Teams making their supply on Sundays.
I want to ensure that our guests are comfortable, feel safe, feel accepted and are well fed. I want our
volunteers to also feel safe and comfortable and to provide an afternoon of acceptance and caring. I
would like to recognize and implement any further support that we could do from our resources, as we
do with Out Of The Cold, for our community. I would like to continue to have strong and supportive
relationships with our suppliers such as FOODShare and COBS and with all our teams and volunteers. I
would like to continue and build on the fundraising pattern that we are now enjoying.
I recognize the confidence that KUC has in me and feel blessed to be able to have this job. The support
and encouragement I receive from congregation and staff makes me feel valued and appreciated.
Rick W., PIT Stop Co-ordinator.

PRAYER SHAWL
Get your knitting stuff out and get down here!
…or crocheting or weaving or anything that can be made into a shawl or hand warmer with love and
prayers for another. We have lots of supplies and a willingness to teach anyone who wants to learn.
See you soon!
Contact: Lois Cutler, Marg Sutherland

PRESBYTERY & CONFERENCE to PACIFIC MOUNTAIN REGION
Kamloops-Okanagan Presbytery and B.C. Conference have completed their service
within the United Church of Canada. As of January 1, 2019 we have been transformed
into the Pacific Mountain Region which encompasses the boundaries of the former
B.C. Conference along with the addition of Whitehorse, Yukon and Banff, Alberta. It is
with joyful and grateful hearts that we remember all that was offered through our
former Presbytery and Conference.
We now look forward to being part of the Pacific Mountain Region. Our connectional
work will be done within our Cluster (which is a group of churches geographically close
together). In our Cluster we will support and be supported by other communities of faith and their
leaders. We will focus on worship, mission, learning, collegiality, and strategic planning.
KUC Presbytery and Regional Representatives: Carole Hutchings, Maia Walker
Presbytery Member at Large: Martha Ashbaugh
Order of Ministry: Rev. D. Bruce Comrie

PROJECTIONISTS
We are delighted to share information and invite participation in KUC’s ministries and programs through
announcement powerpoint presentations on Sunday mornings before our worship services. Creating
powerpoints for our worship services, with the intent of enhancing
worship, is challenging, enjoyable, rewarding, creative and spiritual. Your
committed projectionists are Marnie Strong, Sue Sewell, Ron Routledge,
Diane Stuart and Patricia McColl. We would be delighted to welcome
(and coach/train) others interested in sharing in this ministry. (It would be
helpful to have a person, or two, learn over the summer, ready to
participate in the fall.)
Some of these folk also offer projection for KUC memorial services, KUC
educational events and other KUC celebrations.
We are grateful to Kent Simmonds for the many and beautiful photos he
shares so generously and to congregants who share their favourite
photos. We are also grateful to Dirk Trigg for ladder climbing to adjust our
projectors.
The projectionists are open to your feedback of appreciation, suggestions and criticism, as we strive to
enhance your worship experience. If you have any feedback, please speak to the projectionist or
contact Patricia McColl (co-ordinator). If you’d like to be part of the projection team please contact
Patricia or Florence.

PROPERTY STEWARDS
We meet on an ad hoc basis to discuss big picture decisions about the physical space. If you have a
question, or concern, please contact the Administrative Manager (Florence) to attend our next meeting.

REFUGEES AND FRIENDS TOGETHER (R.A.F.T.)
RAFT welcomed a family from Liberia this December. The family were exhausted after flying so far and
long...Africa to Paris to Vancouver and finally to Kamloops. The family gratefully accepted the coats that
were brought for them as they ventured out into the cold Canadian night. They are enjoying their new
home. The photo below is of the group who met the family that night. It consists of the team supporting
the family day to day as well as other RAFT
members and KUC folk as well. It was a very
warm welcome back in December.
The family consists of three generations totalling 5
people. All the adults are taking English with
hopes to proceed to either a trades program at
TRU or a caregiver program. I am sure this family
will be independently working very soon. The
teenage girl is in high school and the little boy is
participating in childminding at Kamloops
Immigrant Services while his grandmother attends
English classes. They are all doing extremely well!
The support of all those who have donated furnishings, etc. is much appreciated.
RAFT does have another application in for another sponsorship and the hope is that the family of 4 will
be able to come late this year. Time will tell! They were having their official interview today (May 1,
2019) and I look forward to hearing how it went.
Thank you for your prayers and offers of support.
Contact: Martha Ashbaugh, Lynda Fisher

RECEPTION DESK
We are the face of KUC to people who come through the doors, or
phone, Monday to Friday from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. We offer lunch
coverage for staff while on their breaks. We answer phone inquiries and
redirect calls as required. We also instruct folks on using the lift – that
can get to be quite… entertaining.
All volunteers are very appreciated. Please let Bonnie know if you can be
a back up receptionist; we’d love to have you.
Reception Co-ordinator: Bonnie Pyper

RECONCILIATION EXPLORATION CIRCLE
Contact: Diane Stuart, Chair
In 2018/19 the REC group continued to focus on educating the
congregation and wider community about Indigenous matters. We have
done this by providing information about the impacts of colonization and
ongoing opportunities to learn about Indigenous issues and culture. We
also continue to build relationships with Indigenous folks and groups in the
wider community.
We have put much energy into the REC Strategic Plan, which is based on
the 2017 Cultural Safety Report, and have developed the following
statements:
Land Acknowledgement:
We recognize that Kamloops United Church holds its sacred space on the
traditional unceded territory of the Tk'emlúps te Secwe̓pemc who have
cared for this land for thousands of years.
Vision Statement:
We envision exploring and moving forward with truth and reconciliation in
relationship with ourselves, our church, and the wider community.
Mission Statement:
Our mission is to walk with Indigenous People, First Nations (status and non-status), Inuit, and Metis, on
our mutual journey towards reconciliation.
Values Statement:
KUC values all individuals treating each other as equals, and supporting all in making their own
decisions. We strive to honour the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action. We rely on
consultation with Indigenous People, First Nations (status and non-status), Inuit, and Metis, to inform our
work of reconciliation and relationship building. We respect that there are different perspectives,
depending on the issue, between and within Indigenous and non-Indigenous groups.
Faith Perspective:
As Christians, we undertake this work in response to the Creator’s call to spiritual growth while
respecting and honouring the spiritual traditions of others.
These statements along with Cultural Safety information will be included in KUC’s official policy manual.
Other areas we are developing within the strategic plan include creating more welcoming spaces at KUC
for Indigenous people who worship here and/or use the building for other programs. To this end we are
currently planning with local Youth Reconciliation Initiative leaders to create a joint KUC/Indigenous art
piece for KUC.
To further the education portion of our mandate we have put up framed copies of the United Church
apologies to Indigenous people in the KUC foyer, and are working on a display corner for information
about upcoming events and education of Indigenous issues.
Some highlights of the past year include:
 Attending the ‘Honouring Richard Wagamese’ event at TRU, (Mar. 2018)
 Sponsoring Shay Paul’s “Artists for Reconciliation” art showcase, (May 2018)
 Participating in the Ecumenical ‘Connections’ Worship Service in the Park, (June 2018)
 Sponsoring a traditional hand-drum making workshop, (Oct. 2018)
 Hosting 2 KAIROS Blanket Exercises, (Sept. 2018, Jan. 2019)
 Attending Indigenous plays presented by Western Canada Theatre, “Children of God” &
“Kamloopa”, (Apr. & Sept. 2018)
 Attending the movie “Indian Horse” based on Richard Wagamese’s book
 Attending the annual Louis Riel Dinner sponsored by LMO Family and Community Services (Nov.
2018)
 Attending the presentation “Life and Times of Word Warrior Dennis Saddleman”, (Mar. 2019)
Our future plans include:











Attending the Reconciliation Dialogue Circle for United Church congregations in Vancouver, (Apr.
2019)
Hosting a traditional Cedar Weaving workshop,
(June, 2019)
Leading a group from KUC to the annual
Kamloopa Powwow, (Aug. 2019)
Sponsoring another Indigenous art show with
Shay Paul, (Aug. 2019)
Sponsoring another traditional hand-drum making
workshop, (Oct. 2019)
Further work on the strategic plan
Developing the welcoming art work at KUC
Continuing to develop relationships with local Indigenous people and organizations
Continuing to educate the congregation and wider non-Indigenous community about Indigenous
issues by providing opportunities for them to connect, participate, and become involved, as well
as engaged, in reconciliation

Diane Stuart, Reconciliation Exploration Circle

THRIFT SHOP
The Thrift Shop is a great place to be, where everyone is greeted with a
smile and new volunteers are always welcomed. Each day has a team
leader and they all put their own special touch to the day they lead. The
Thrift Shop has generously donated over $2,400.00 worth of items to; low
income folks who come in to the shop and express a need, PIT Stop guests,
the Diabetes Association and to outreach initiatives such as Work BC and
Project Connect. Whether they are new to this country, province or
community the Thrift Shop has been a place which has helped out those in
need.
There are 44 volunteers who show up, work hard and have fun throughout the year in the Thrift Shop.
Each volunteer has been wonderful at helping those who come into our shop whether they are looking
for something special or just browsing. The experience is always a positive one and everyone who
comes in notices how clean and organized the Thrift Shop is kept. Special Thank you to our team leads
Rita Newfeld, Alison Patton, Louella Garner, Ingrid VanTamelen and Linda West. Although each day is
different these team leaders have worked hard to ensure the transition from day to day has been smooth
and consistent through the creation of communication between the days and seasons.
We are excited to now be open on Saturdays 10-2pm. Help is needed so if you have a Saturday to
spend with some awesome people doing meaningful work please let the office know.
PS I wanted to share this email:
A nice story from the Thrift Shop on Friday.
A Kamloops lady spent $43, gave me $50 and said to keep the change. I said
thank you and explained the many programs that KUC funds. She then gave me
another $20 and said she is from Poland and knows what a helping hand
means.Lovely lady, made my day! Sincerely, Dawn (Thrift Shop Volunteer)
emailed to Florence Jun 29/2018.

TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees consulted together only once during the past year, and at the direction of Church
Council, approved and signed the new lease of the Magna Bay Camp Grafton to the Camp Grafton
Society.
Trustees for the 2018 - 2019 year were Ray Sewell, Marcia Julian, Donna Vernon, & Phyllis Boswell.
Submitted by Ray Sewell, Chair of the Board of Trustees

UNITED CHURCH WOMEN (U.C.W)

The United Church Women welcome all women of our church to meetings held the first Tuesday of the
month between September and June. These meetings held at 1:30 pm are hosted by one of our group
who has arranged the meeting to include a guest speaker. We enjoy the fellowship over tea and
goodies. Several special events during the year raise funds for projects we may wish to support. We
hold a Fall Fair which will be November 2nd this year.

WEB www.kamloopsunited.ca
When I think of our three-way partnership for keeping posts up-to-date on the KUC website, Facebook,
and KUC calendar, I feel appreciative. How lucky I have been to share these responsibilities with two
such conscientious and caring people as Patricia and Marnie.
Patricia can always be counted on to teach us about the innovations in technology that we need to
know. Marnie is a gifted writer of posts and has a keen eye for adjusting photos until they look
wonderful.
As well, all of us have stood ready to shoulder more weekly webwork shifts as medical issues and family
commitments have arisen. We are all respectful and supportive of each other and of what we can offer
to the team.
My appreciation must also include our cheerful Administrative Manager, Florence Ballard, who so
promptly emails out information about upcoming events in our church. That enables us to post in a
timely manner. Her talents don't stop there. She also makes engaging videos about the Thrift Shop and
the Affirming Ministry which garner many, many "likes" on our Facebook page.
Appreciation must also be expressed to the members of our congregation who send us their photos of
events to enhance our Home page and Facebook posts. Keep them coming to
webminister@kamloopsunited.ca.
Our goal continues to be to update the KUC Website, Facebook, and the KUC calendar promptly. We
continue to be careful about giving credit where it is due when we "mine" articles and images from other
sites.
I enjoy the webwork and value my relationships with both Patricia and Marnie.
Sincerely, Heather Mewhort
PS - by Marnie: Heather is our dedicated finder of current articles for the Facebook page and has
grown children who lend us their ‘IT’ technological skills.
Some analytics: (KUC Website)
number of "users" (individual addresses) for the last 7 days = 322
number of sessions/visits by those 322 persons over those 7 days = 430
number of "pageviews" today (Monday, Oct. 15) = 151.
number of "active users" during the past month = 1,002.
Some analytics: (KUC Facebook page)
Those on facebook are able to see the posts and events, and those who have responded. (Analytics are seen by any
visitor, unlike the website.)
For those not on facebook .... an example of increased readership on the KUC facebook page is shown by the over 5600
"reaches" on the post of the photo of our rainbow ramp at the St. Paul street entrance.
Our hopes:
 That KUC folk send information about their events and their ministries to the webminders
(webminister@kamloopsunited.ca) so we have more current and accurate information to share. Please!
 That KUC folk take photos while attending events so these can be shared in both venues (website and
facebook) and send these to the webminders at webminister@kamloopsunited.ca.
 That KUC folk check out the KUC Facebook page and "like" us. (click the "like" button)

WORSHIP & MUSIC

The Worship and Music Committee continues to ensure Sunday Worship Services are full of meaningful
messages and wonderful music. Special thanks to Rev. Bruce Comrie and the individuals that have
filled in as pulpit supply when Bruce has been away. We are pleased that it appears our Sunday
morning numbers are increasing and hope this continues. We are very thankful for the
pianists/organists, the Folk of Note, Bells of Note, Harmony In Hand, and guest musicians for providing
beautiful music throughout the year. A special thank you to Cindy Darwin, our new Music Director. There
are several people, many who are not on the Worship Committee, who co-ordinate activities related to
worship to whom we wish to express our deepest gratitude: Scripture Readers -Bonnie Pyper, Banners
– Heather Mewhort, Hosts – Sue Sewell, Communion – Sandy Baird and Alison Patton, Sanctuary Care
and Set-up Schedule – Ona McDonald, Offering Counters Schedule – Sandy Baird, the Projection and
Sound People, and all the Jazz Vesper Musicians.
It is important to note that many people who attended the Organ Soiree, the Blue Christmas Service, the
Old Fashion Hymn Sing, and Jazz Vespers are often not regular KUC attendees. These services and
events, along with our Memorial Services, are an incredible out-reach ministry to our community.
Worship Committee continues to work on reviewing and updating Worship and Music policies,
revitalizing the sanctuary banners and dealing with the problem of long announcements during Worship
services.
We encourage the congregation to let members of the Worship and Music Committee know what they
like or do not like about our Worship Services.
Respectfully submitted: Worship and Music Committee Chair, Sandy Baird

WORSHIP & MUSIC (BELLS)
The handbell and chimes program is an integral part of the Music Ministry at KUC and continues to be
busy, active and one of the major outreach programs at KUC! At Christmastime Bells of Note and
Harmony in Hand provided 10 concerts in a number of Seniors Residences and Care Facilities, for the
Retired Teachers Association and at Sun Peaks. Bells of Note also were guests at the School District
Honour Choir Christmas Concert. Bells of Note have played at 3 Care Facilities this Spring and were
part of a concert in Merritt with the Jeweltones. All of this in addition to playing for KUC Services once a
month, on Christmas Eve, Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday!
The ringers in all groups come from the community as well as KUC. Our drive to recruit ringers paid off
this year with 5 new ringers in September for Harmony in Hand making Harmony in Hand an
intergenerational choir. One of the new ringers is a student from our Kamloops School of the Arts (KSA)
handbell choir. She left KSA to be home schooled and missed ringing bells so much that she asked if
she could come and ring with Harmony in Hand! The bell ringing bug is still alive and well. We hope
this will be a continuing trend.
We are having such fun at the Kamloops School of the Arts working with 12 students from grades 5 to 7.
The 5 octave set of bells that the students are using is currently on loan from the BC Guild of English
Handbell Ringers. We have just learned that the loan has been extended until the Spring of 2020! We
are hoping that fundraising activities at KSA will enable them to buy their own set of bells when the
loaner bells have to be returned to the Guild. The students have also had the experience of playing
before large audiences at the Christmas and Spring Bell Concerts.
Five of the Bells of Note/Harmony in Hand Ringers participated in the International Handbell Festival in
Australia this past August. It is a wonderful opportunity for our ringers to play with and learn from
Handbell Ringers from around the world!
We encourage members of KUC and the community, regardless of religious affiliation, age or ability, to
come and try out the bells. You do not have to be able to read music, you need only to love music and
want to be part of this exciting program. If you are not yet ready to try the bells, you may know someone
who is. Encourage them to come and join us!
Rehearsal times: Harmony in Hand – Mondays, 4 pm to 6 pm
Musical Chimers – Mondays, 6 pm to 7 pm
Bells of Note – Mondays, 7 pm to 9 pm.
Contacts: Karen McClelland, Harmony in Hand & Musical Chimers
June Routledge, Bells of Note & Ensemble Ringers

WORSHIP & MUSIC (Folk of Note)
It has been an eventful year for the Folk of Note (FON). At the
end of 2018, Rachel Casponi resigned as KUC’s beloved music
director, and on February 14, 2019, Cindy Darwin assumed the
role of music co-ordinator (on a trial basis, until June of 2019).
Cindy has a particular passion for contemporary chordal
voicings, syncopation, and meaningful/sacred lyrics. She
enjoys drawing musicians together, in order to prepare worship
songs and traditional hymns in ways that honour the composers’
intentions and at the same time encourage and inspire folks
during Sunday morning worship services.
The Folk of Note are a committed, supportive team of 28 to 40
youth and adults, many of whom have sung together for several
decades! Choir members have graciously adjusted to the change-over in leadership. They continue to
sing with heart, and to develop as musicians and worship leaders. Currently, the FON practise on
Thursday nights, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Practices are meant to help singers grow in their comfort with
leading Sunday-morning hymn singing; they also allow choir members to practise anthems several
times, so that they can sing them on Sunday mornings with confidence and a sense of connection to
God and the KUC community. This is a group that likes to have fun, and there are some mischiefmakers among us! Focused, goal-oriented practices are enlivened and balanced by a long-time sense
of comradery and a playful spirit. Every few months, the FON share relaxed conversation and supper in
the form of a bowl of homemade soup and a bun.
Cindy and the Folk of Note look forward to continuing to make music together, and to welcoming new
singers and instrumentalists to join us. The ability to sing in tune, come to practices on a regular basis
(three times per month), and focus on worship leading (rather than performance) are all that’s required.
Gratefully submitted by Cindy Darwin

WORSHIP & MUSIC (Jazz Vespers)
Jazz Vespers began in October 2015
and for the past three and half years
has offered an alternative worship
service most months
except for July and
August. This past year has been an exciting one, attracting a large attendance from both
the KUC and wider community. Jazz Vespers weaves prayer, reflection and readings with
great jazz music based on a monthly theme. Jazz Vespers is an important way for KUC to
be a Centre for Community and Spiritual Discovery.
Our regular Jazz Musicians include: Syd Griffith on saxophones, Wilf Froese on piano, Rob Gretsinger
on drums and gongs and Alex Ward on
bass. Vocalists include: Natalie Paul
and Jeanne Rodrigue with guest
musicians as well. In November 2018
we were thrilled to welcome Elizabeth
Shepherd and her Jazz Band from
Montreal. Over 240 people attended a
wonderful Jazz Vespers worship
service!
Rev. Bruce Comrie has led the worship component for each service. Bruce will be missed for his
beautiful connection to Spirit during the services and all the organizing he did behind the scenes. Jazz
Vespers is supported by KUC’s Worship and Music group. We are hopeful that Jazz Vespers will return
with a new season!

WORSHIP & MUSIC (Organ)
The “resident” organists at KUC mourned the end of the Baldwin
organ and wondered about a replacement. After much consideration,
a larger group of interested people was called together to devise a
proposal for Council. It was decided that an Allen electronic digital
instrument was the desired organ and a proposal was presented to
Council. Council decided that a pledge campaign
be undertaken to determine
the willingness of the
congregation to pay for such an instrument. The pledge drive was
successful and the decision was made to purchase the Allen
organ which is now ours at KUC. A most successful soiree
(concert) was held with great community support and interest.
Community members pledged many thousands of dollars in
addition to KUC members
pledges, and have shown great interest and support for the
instrument now in use and available at KUC.
Three students are currently being oriented to the organ. The
Chamber Orchestra has used the organ in concert. Other groups
may utilize the instrument in their programs in the future.
Contributions are still being received towards the purchase of the
organ.
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