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In Memoriam: May, 29 2016 – April, 20 2017 
 

Laura Dalton 

Don Davidson 

Patricia Geernaert 

Bill Gray 

Donald Hicks 

Margaret Iglesias 

Ross Jardine 

Mary Laidlaw 

Marilyn Lumsden 

Geraldine Nicholson 

Monte Nicholson 

Lena Storey 

Helen Swing 

Peggy Wickstrom 

Pat Yamasaki 
Ella Ziegler 

Marvin Crawford 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Minutes of Annual Congregation Meeting 
Kamloops United  Church May 29, 2016    
A  Centre  for  Community  and  Spiritual  Development    

Attending: 67  members    

Opening  and  Welcome: Margaret Waldon Council Chair welcomed those attending 
the  meeting.  The Christ candle was kept burning throughout the 
meeting.  Rev.  Bruce  Comrie offered an opening prayer.    

Memorial Time:  The following names were read by Arleen Simmonds and 
Heather  Mewhort: Bill Cook, Phyllis Gray, Lorraine Hall, Patricia Howie, Ross Jardine, 
Gerry Nicholson, Roy Partridge, Jean Rodgers, Ruth Small, Malcolm Swing. 

Extension  of  voting  to  adherents. This is a congregational meeting therefore people 
who are members have a vote. With the consent of  members adherents may also vote.    

Motion: Elsie Shields moved that adherents be allowed to vote in compliance with 
page  114 of the bylaws of the United Church manual. Seconded by: Beppie Crawford 
Carried. Adoption of Congregational Minutes and Annual Reports.      

Motion:   Sheri Nuyens moved for the approval of previous congregational minutes 
as  found in the first pages of  the 2015-2016 annual report. Seconded by: Ross Styles. 
Carried.  

Motion: Ron Routledge moved for the adoption of the 2015-2016 annual reports. 
Seconded by Iris Davies. Carried.  

Election of Council Members 2016-2017   
Marnie Strong, Chair    
Vice  Chair (to  be  decided)   
Sue Sewell, Secretary   
Members at Large: Chris Dolson,  Becky  Gleason, Iris Davies, Elsie Shields 
Rev. Bruce Comrie   
Morgan Darlington, Administrative  Manager                                                     
Kathy Johnson, Presbytery Rep (until Oct 2016)    
Gail Wichmann, Treasurer    
Wilma Dresti and Marcia Julian M  &  P    
 



Motion: Mary Ann Milobar moved acceptance of new Council Circle 
members.   Seconded by Heather Mewhort. Carried.    
 

Election  of  Trustees  2016-2017    
Gordon Britton - Chair, Chuck Anderson, Marcie Julian, Donna Vernon, Phyllis Boswell   
 

Motion: Sharon Rhodes moved acceptance of trustees. Seconded by Elsie 
Shields. Carried.    
 

Toonie Time; Margaret Waldon presented Rev. Don Waldon with a monetary token in 
appreciation of his service as  Minister Emeritus.  
 

Current financial situation: Gail Wichmann, treasurer, reported that receipts are under 
budget she also noted that expenses are down. Gail reminded everyone that the 
congregational goal was to increase giving by six per cent (6%).  Expectations are for 
a balance budget at year end.   
 

Celebrations and Concerns: Marg estimated that volunteer hours equate to 600+ hours a 
week!! A very special THANK YOU to all volunteers.  
WELCOME to Morgan Darlington. Morgan begins as Administrative Manager on June 1, 
2016.  THANK YOU to Arleen Simmonds for 20 years as KUC librarian. Kathy Johnson will 
be the new resource person.  THANK YOU to Sharon Rhodes for compiling the annual 
report. Further Information, comments, business Ron Routledge announced that the 
Strata Council for 429 St Paul is now being run by the new owners.  
 

Margaret Waldon passed the gavel to Marnie Strong.   Marnie presented the outgoing 
council members, Carolyn Secret, Ona McDonald, Sharon Rhodes Phyllis  Boswell, Shane 
Rollans with Thank you cards. Iris Davies presented Margaret Waldon with a thank you 
gift.   
 

A video of Kamloops United Church History was presented.  Meeting adjourned with a 
closing song Grab a Hand and a Hand  Next to You.  
 

Margaret  Waldon,  Chair    
Phyllis  Boswell,  Secretary   
 

                                                                                                                                                          



Council Circle Chair 
What a great year for KUC!  We began the 
council year in new space with the opening of a 
new administration area and ended the year 
celebrating the sale of the last unit in the 429 
St. Paul building. This year we have been 
extraordinarily blessed with the hiring of 
Administrative Manager, Florence Ballard and 
Music Director, Rachel Casponi. 
 

It was wonderful in February to host the Kamloops Okanagan Presbytery and to share 
our new space with them. Presbytery has been a very important support to our 
redevelopment from start to end. The KUC Celebration Group made the event special. 
 

The volunteers in the Thrift Shop, the PIT Stop volunteers and the KUC Cookie Bakers get 
a special shout out this year for the huge contribution they make to KUC and the wider 
community. 
 

KUC - a Center for Community and Spiritual Discovery was well and truly launched with a 
rich menu of programs, the most noteworthy a public forum on Medical Assistance in 
Dying, and a warmly successful program partnered with the Ayesha Mosque community, 
“ The Jesus Fatwah”.  Living a Healthy Lifestyle with Chronic Pain, facilitated by Leslie Hall 
was well received, and an offering of Epiphany Explorations 2017 presentations 
continues to be available for viewers.  
 

Many new groups have used KUC space – from music, to feasts, Christmas parties and 
workshops. We are thrilled to have KISSM (now the Kamloops Music Collective) 
occupying the 423 St. Paul space, and look forward to many shared events with them.  
 

Thank you all of the ministry groups whose stories you will enjoy on the pages following, 
and to the many unsung heroes who enliven our ministry together. 
 

Thank you to the staff: Rev. Bruce Comrie; Florence Ballard, Administrative Manager; 
Judy Petzke, Bookkeeper; Alan Hodgson, Clerical; Rick Windjack, PIT Stop Coordinator; 
Rachel Casponi, Music Director; Alix Dolson, Aboriginal Relations Ministry Coordinator 
and Aaron Johnson and Les Cassidy, Custodians. 
 

 



Finally, thank you to the members of Council Circle this year: Iris Davies, 
Chris Dolson, Becky Geeson, Kathy Johnson, Marcia Julian, Karen McClelland, Elsie 
Shields, Maia Walker, Gail Wichmann and newest addition Carole Hutchings, and to ex 
officio members Florence Ballard and Bruce Comrie. 
Marnie Strong, Chair 

Rev. D. Bruce Comrie – Lead Minister  
 

As Lead Minister I have the privilege of being connected within the congregation we call 
KUC!  There are few places in the church where I do not find myself connected to what’s 
happening within the congregation. I like it that way and I hope you do too!     
 

I have a formal position guide that provides direction and accountability with my 
ministry.  Essentially, I see my position as providing leadership to the life of the 
congregation, reaching out to the community and connecting to the wider church and 
other faiths.   

 

There is so much that could be said about the variety of 
ministries at KUC including the new programming that 
we have been doing as a Centre for Community and 
Spiritual Discovery.  Please read about these activities in 
this Annual Report and as you do, give thanks to God for 
the energy and vitality of all those who are offering their 
gifts and talents.  
 

I give thanks for the many people that I work with: 
members and friends of the congregation, staff, persons 
from different churches, faiths and others in the wider 
Kamloops community.  It is a rich and diverse group that 
makes each day unique with new challenges and God 
given opportunities.  For this I am very grateful.  

 

Of the many areas I could highlight I will offer one that is a constant in my ministry at 
KUC.  It is worship!  Week in and week out, I enjoy the preparation required to create 
meaningful Sunday worship services.  It’s good to gather in community worship on 
Sunday morning. The music, the prayers, listening to the Word, Communion and all the 



many things we do during worship helps us to focus on ‘who we are and whose we are’ 
as a people of God.   
 

I also enjoy being part of the special worship 
services during the year – Christmas Eve family 
and candle lighting services, Easter Sunday at 
Overlander Beach and in our sanctuary, the Blue 
Christmas service, monthly Jazz Vespers services, 
monthly services at Berwick on the Park, etc.  It’s 
also good to worship with other churches – our 
joint Good Friday service and the Tri-church 
outdoor service and BBQ in June.   
 

Out of the many worship services we offered this 
year, I want to focus on one.  I am referring 
to  the Sunday morning Presbytery worship 
service we held at KUC on February 19th.  It was a 
huge service including our congregation, about 
seventy delegates from Kamloops-Okanagan 
Presbytery and our two sister congregations – 
Plura Hills U.C. and Mt. Paul U.C.  About 220 
people experienced a Jazz Vespers service with 
the theme, ‘Jazz and Creation.’  It was a terrific celebration capping off our hosting of the 
Presbytery delegates all weekend.  Naturally, it was followed by a great lunch for 
everyone!  It was a wonderful weekend and was an example of KUC at its’ best – 
providing warm hospitality in an inclusive community.    
 

I give thanks to the congregation of Kamloops United Church for the privilege of 
continuing to serve in ministry in your midst.  May the Grace and Peace of Christ 
continue to be with us all.   
 

 

 

 



Florence Ballard - Administrative Manager 
 

I started here at Kamloops United Church In September of 2016. It is a short time but 
already it feels like home to be here. My role covers a wide span of responsibilities.  Here 
are the categories that I report on, each month, to Council Circle and a highlight from 
each: 

 Supporting Center for Community and Spiritual Discovery activities.  
 It is in here a few times…and here it is again… the MAID event was a 

wonderful connection on all three levels of the Center’s mandate; 
community, spirit and discovery. I was proud to support its success.  

 Booking New Events. 
 We have had new bookings for Tai Chi, Provincial Music Festival, Girl 

Guides, Christmas parties, and more to use the facility. A proud moment 
was KISSM moving into the space beside the Thrift Shop. I am excited to 
see how we might partner with them in the 
future.  

 Coordination with 429 Strata Council & Staff. 
 We coordinated snow removal with 429 this 

year and reduced cost for both organizations. 
 Supervision of Staff and Supporting Volunteers. 

 We are now holding monthly staff meetings. 
We have always had dedicated staff and the 
monthly meetings are creating even more of a 
team experience. 

 Clerical and Financial. 
 My favorite clerical innovation so far is the 

new booking system. I am so pleased with the 
level of ease and organization that this 
initiative allows. We can book an event into 
2020 if we want, we don’t…but we could. 

 Building Operation and Maintenance. 
 I am pleased to have met with the newly re-

formed Property Stewart group and we are making good use of the 
booking system to schedule weekly, monthly and yearly maintenance.  

 

 



Florence’s Secret Dream. I know that KUC would love to see more young energy in the 
church. I keep that notion in my mind and am always looking for possibilities. I have 
never been very traditional and when I was a kid I wore some pretty funky outfits. (I 
sewed myself some hammer pants about a decade before “Hammer Time”.) When I look 
at all the amazing donations that come in to the Thrift Shop my teenage self gets a little 
thrill. It occurred to me that this might be a possibility for a young person with industry 
to repurpose clothing into fashion or costume. Over Christmas we received a donation of 
5 sewing machines so I squirreled them away, in a corner of my office, dreaming of the 
day I meet the fashionista who will make use of them. Then I heard a rumor… Bill Whyte 
used to own a sewing machine repair shop. It’s a sign!  As I write this the machines are 
being repaired. In the fall it is my plan to reach out to some schools to see if I can find the 
person who is waiting (though they don’t yet know it) for this partnership. Maybe 
nothing will come of this notion. I have much to do and so I can’t dedicate much time to 
this idea. If it is meant to be, it will be. What fills my heart is the welcoming, dedicated, 
adventurous energy here at KUC that lets a little dream like this one take root. I am so 
proud to be part of the; work, community and spirit that exists here. If you bump into: a 
fashionista looking for a focus, a community group in need of a home or you want  to 
create  or do something awesome... let me know, I’d love to help. 

Aboriginal Ministry  
Contact: Alix Dolson 

Number of KUC participants: 10 attended outside events, many more at other church 
functions (eg Presbytery) 

One highlight of the past year was 
attending  the march for Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women at Spirit Square. 
It was wonderful to be in solidarity with 
others, and to represent KUC in such a public 
way. One additional highlight of this event was 
having a mom and two young children come 
to the church before the march to make signs. 

They weren't affiliated with KUC, and simply saw our post on the website about sign 
making. It was great to have folks coming to us in this way. I look forward to further 
collaborations with the community on this subject. 
 

       



Affirming Ministry  
Contact: Rev. Bruce Comrie and Chris Dolson 

 

 

The highlight of this reporting period for the Affirming Ministry at Kamloops 
United Church, a Centre for Community and Spiritual discovery is…we are alive 
and well and revitalized in exciting ways!! 

 

In the Spring of 2016, KUC was preparing for a big celebration which included our 
twentieth anniversary as an Affirming congregation and as a member of Affirm 
United/S’affirmer Ensemble. Part of this preparation became about reminding ourselves 
what it means to be an Affirming congregation. Our history was revisited, and a call was 
made to move more vibrantly ahead in living out our responsibilities as an Affirming 
Ministry.  
 

In June, with other faith leaders and TRU-Pride and Kamloops Pride, we hosted a vigil in 
memory of the victims of the Pulse nightclub tragedy. Kamloops Pride began meeting in 
our facility and continues to do so. In the fall, a couple of dozen KUC folk marched with 
other Allies in the TRU Pride parade, at Thompson Rivers University. Soon after on 
October 16, KUC held a special Affirming and Welcoming Sunday. At about the same time 
in October, KUC acquired a beautiful new Affirm United banner that has been hung for 
several occasions on our outside pillar. The week of our Affirming service, Chris Dolson 
wrote a column for the Faith page in Kamloops This Week, expressing our KUC way of 
loving and being fully inclusive of everyone, and the importance of being allies with the 
LGBTQ2+ community. 
In November, over a meal in our hall, a group of thirty or so KUC folk, and a couple of 
other guests began to reflect on what being part of an Affirming Ministry has looked like 
in the past, and what we would love to see for our KUC Affirming Ministry moving 
forward!  
Since January, an Affirming Ministry group has begun to meet monthly, and bit by bit we 
are living into our privilege and responsibility of being an Affirming Ministry. The PIE 
principle…being Public, Intentional and Explicit about being Affirming …is considered in 
many of our goals. 
All KUC – CCSD communications now carry a letterhead that includes the Affirm United 
symbol. As the signage for KUC’s new space evolves, there are plans for an Affirming 
Ministry sign that is bold and informative and lets everyone who enters our space know 
immediately that KUC is an Affirming Ministry. The symbol of Affirm United is found on 



our web page, and on both our outdoor hanging banner, and on the horizontal banner 
carried at events. (Stay tuned for something special from our fabric arts ministry!) 
 

 

Plans are being made for workshops and other 
educational and community-building 
opportunities, for our congregation and to serve 
the community beyond. We have been in 
contact with Kamloops Pride and other 
community organizations seeking ways to 
partner and to learn how best to be allies. 
Special Affirming Sundays are being added to 
our worship calendar, and we intend for KUC to 

be a visible Affirming presence at various community events. Our new KUC Affirming 
Ministry brochure will be available soon. 
One exciting and innovative endeavour is the development of a Pride Choir. Rachel 
Casponi and Florence Ballard, in consultation from Kamloops Pride,  have been pursuing 
resources to establish a community Pride Choir. 
The Affirming Ministry at KUC has received much support from Rev. Bruce Comrie, 
Rachel Casponi and Florence Ballard. The folk who have participated in our gatherings 
and planning since the new year include Michele Walker, Maia Walker, Marnie Strong, 
Bev Knowles, Alix Dolson, Chris Dolson, Patric McColl, Alan  Aranguiz-Peterson, Rev. 
Bruce Comrie, Florence Ballard, Cathie Yingling, and Cathie’s daughter Kelly Lockwood. 
Please ask any of us if you would like to know more about KUC’s Affirming Ministry! 
 

From the Affirm United website… 

“You are a cherished and beloved child of God. Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble 
believes that all gender identities and sexualities are a gift from God and that churches 
should be a safe and fully welcoming space for LGBTQ+ and Two-Spirit people to 
worship.” 

 

“Who are we? Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble (AU/SE) is a justice-oriented 
organization of people in The United Church of Canada. AU/SE works for the full inclusion 
of people of all sexual orientations and gender identities in The United Church of Canada 
and in society.” 

Submitted by: Chris Dolson 
 



Camp Grafton 
The Camp Grafton Society operates Camp Grafton on the Magna Bay property owned by, 
and leased from Kamloops United Church. 

In 2016, the Camp Grafton Society continued the legacy of 
top quality programming, making all aspects of the 
wellness and safety of the participants a priority, and 
always being mindful of how best to be good stewards of 
the property. A highlight of the summer of 2016 was having 
our commitment and excellence affirmed by others! This 
was our year on the accreditation cycles for both BC 
Camping, and for the national United Church of Canada 
Camping. In July we were visited by teams from the two 
organizations and in both cases we received the highest 
accreditation possible. The accreditation teams were so 
impressed by absolutely everything! In fact, members of 
the CGS were invited to participate in the BC Camping visit 

to a camp in another part of the province.  
 

The best testament to that excellence is how quickly the camps for 2017 filled up once 
the registrar began accepting registrations in February! A few spots remain, and we are 
hoping that more families and others of all ages will register for the multi-generational 
camp, which was re-initiated in 2016. 
 

In 2016, the demand for camperships was significantly higher than the campership-
designated donations. New processes for administering those requests and donations 
are being developed, and our commitment to making Camp Grafton accessible by those 
who need it most continues. 
 

A welcome addition to the facility in 2016 was the “big top”. We purchased an enormous 
tent which provided program space with much appreciated shade, and rain protection. 
This was a huge asset, and staff often commented that they can’t believe how we ever 
did without it! 
 
 
 
 

 



Long range planning is underway, with some 
essential redevelopments looming in coming 
years. Our maintenance volunteers work in all 
four seasons to protect and improve the site, 
and all of our summer participants…campers 
and staff…are grateful for the results of that 
labour.  
 

In Camp Grafton, we all have much to be 
thankful for! 
 

CELEBRATIONS! 
As the name suggests this ad hoc group feels our 
congregation needs to "celebrate" from time to 
time.  A spring Chili Fiesta, a summer Block Party, 
and the spring hosting of Presbytery were the 
main events of 2016/17. 

Thanks to all volunteers and participants who 
have helped create special occasions with many 
happy memories. 

 

Coffee Fellowship  
If you don’t already know... we would love to see you for coffee after worship on Sunday. 

We miss you when you are not there.  

                 

 

 



Discovery Circle, on behalf of the Centre for Community and 
Spiritual Discovery 
Contact:  MaryAnn Milobar, Dawne Taylor 
Number of KUC participants:  7 (Chris Dolson, Alan Hodgson, Carole Hutchings, George Johnson, 
Marcia Julian + Rev. Bruce Comrie)   

 
Discovery Circle is charged with visioning and overseeing the development of KUC as A Centre for 
Community and Spiritual Discovery through programs, hospitality and congregational 
involvement.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS:   * program open and invitation extended to the community-at-large 
 

Fall 2016:  
The Spirituality of Food – a 4 hour session including meal preparation with 12 participants; 
facilitated by Rose Soneff.  

 
* Ancient Stones, Living Stones – 2 sessions based on trip to Israel  a) ancient Biblical sites, and b) 
current political realities and situation of Palestinians – each session had 50+ attending; 
facilitated by Dawne Taylor and Henry Hubert 

 
One couple said this: “Both presenters seemed cognizant of keeping the presentation neutral…but 
much was unsaid ‘between the lines’ from their observations of this troubled part of the 
world.  This undercurrent and unspoken dialogue was self-evident in many of the fine 
photographs (ie, the wall seen from both sides).   A much appreciated presentation.   Thank you 
to KUC.”  (Chris and Gine Rose)   

 
* Voices That Matter: Story Telling Workshop – a 2 hour workshop with 18 participants; 
facilitated by Ray McGinnis 

 

 
 Winter 2017:     
Set up the KUC Resource Centre with Cathie Yingling’s 
leadership 

 
 *  Jesus Fatwah  - 4 evenings of Christian/Muslim dialogue 
with a view to on-going relationships and working together; 
70 people registered with attendance varying each evening; 
about 1/3 of participants were Muslim; facilitated by Dawne 
Taylor   

 



 One participant commented: “Thank you so much for organizing the opportunity for us to learn 
together with Muslims in Kamloops.  I found each session illuminating and learned much from the 
video presenters, but even more from the people in the small discussion groups and the open 
forum.   The significant similarities between Christianity and Islam were often shared with 
surprise and always with respect, yet hard topics were aired.  My take away was to affirm how 
much we humans share similar goals and how easy it is to talk about them when we are not 
afraid to trust each other.   Great community building work.   Many thanks.”   (Lois Hollstedt)   
 

 KUC Newcomers’ Lunch – a hospitality ministry event where 14 newcomers enjoyed fellowship 
and lunch; facilitated by MaryAnn Milobar, Bruce Comrie and the Community Soup & Sandwich 
Lunch Group  
 

* Living a Healthy Lifestyle with Chronic Pain – 6 sessions to encourage healthy living, 14 
participants; facilitated by Leslie Hall and Mike Weddell 
 

 Feedback received: “Thanks for bringing this amazing ‘self-empowering’ program to 
Kamloops.”   (anonymous)   
 

“It is an excellent program and I personally have told many folks about it.”  (anonymous)   
* Medical Assistance in Dying – a public forum addressing legislative, medical and ethical issues – 
more than 200 were in attendance; organized by Cheryl Lyall and Dawne Taylor 
 

 Comments received via email after the event:  “I can’t imagine the amount of effort, 
coordination and time that went into the hugely successful panel presentation on Assisted 
Dying.  Thank you to the organization team and panel members who gave such time and effort to 
help our community become better informed about this important topic that is now an evolving 
part of Canadian law. That it was so well attended speaks to your insight in acknowledging the 
community’s need for an objective explanation of this important new option in end of life health 
care. It exceeded my expectations. Thanks for remembering the community part of the ‘church 
community’ .“  (Bev English)  
 

“I want to extend my thanks to Kamloops United Church for hosting the Medical Assistance in 
Dying (MAiD) workshop recently.   It was very informative, and we in the Interior Health Region 
are very fortunate to have the expertise of Dr. Harsh Hundal, Rev. Dr.John Burton, Dr. Phil Sigalet 
and Tara Decker in our region. They were all Thanks to Kamloops United Church for taking the 
leadership to host the workshop.”  (Shirley Culver) 
 

Lenten Challenge  - a 6-week program studying the gospel of John while building a spiritual 
community; offered in evening and day sessions with total of 25 participants; led by Dr. Chuck 
Anderson. 

 
Submitted by Dawne Taylor, on behalf of Discovery Circle  



 

Fabric Arts 
Contact: Heather Mewhort & Marcia Skaarup 
Number of KUC participants: 5 
Number of community participants: All who view the 
beautiful wall arts. 
We are experienced quilters and sewers who meet on an 
ad hoc basis.  Fabric Arts coordinates with Worship when 
new banners are wanted or needed.  
Our projects take months of artistry and dedication. Our 
latest passion has been working on Row by Row quilts. 
This form of quilting offers us a way to work independently 
and collectively to explore a spiritual theme. You can see 
an example of this in the Row by Row quilt on the theme 
of Water currently hanging in the Hall.  

 
Our next series of 
quilts for the Hall will 
be on the theme of- 
Home.  One of that 
quilt theme is hanging 
in the Hall already. 
Watch for more Row by Row quilts to be added 
throughout the year.  
New members are welcome. Please let us know if 
you have an interest in contributing your time, ideas 
or talents. 
 

 

 

 

 



Gardeners 
Contact: Linda L’Arrive, Berte Willoughby 

We meet any day or time to keep the green space around the KUC beautiful. We have had many 
positive comments on our gardens. There are often opportunities to share about KUC when 
passersby stop to chat. This year we had a major pruning on our big tree so that's going to 
improve maintenance and appearance this year.  

Global and Community Action Committee 
Contact: George Johnson        

Number of KUC  participants: 6       

The Advent Giving Tree raised a total of $2,280! That's $760.00 
each to the following recipients:          
1. Local – Camp Grafton 2017 Camperships 

2. National – Indigenous Youth Empowerment Workshop – 
From the United Church Gifts With Vision Catalogue, page 15. 
3. International – School Fees for War-Affected Children in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo – From the United Church Gifts 
With Vision Catalogue, page 8. 

 

Hosts, Kamloops United Church  
Contact:  Sue Sewell 
Number of KUC participants:  19 

 

The role of the Hosts is to be the "Face of KUC" to welcome congregation members on 
Sunday mornings, and to help newcomers, and long-timers alike to feel comfortable in 
our building, worship service and coffee time. Three Hosts are scheduled each Sunday to 
fill this role by greeting at the door, assisting in whatever ways are needed, bringing 
forward the offering basket during worship and helping people make connections during 
coffee time.  Thank you to the 19 Hosts - the smiling faces who regularly welcome us all. 
If you would like to help in this way, please contact Sue Sewell. 
 

 

 



Labyrinth Ministry  
Contact: Nina Johnson 

Number of KUC Participants: 4 organizing group members, 10-12 event participants 

Number of Community participants: 3-4 per event 
 

The Labyrinth Group has been offering facilitated walks on the first Sunday evening of 
the month (7 walks October-April) and attracts 12-15 participants.  Each walk has a 
different theme and choice of meditative music for cultivating a sense of calm and open-
hearted awareness.  The February walk was a beautiful meditative sound journey with 
percussionist Rob Gretsinger playing the gongs. 

Marriage Ministry 
Contact: Lay Marriage Minister – Christine Dolson 

 

Although the trend away from having church-connected weddings is continuing, I did 
have the opportunity over the last year to take part in a couple of very special 
ceremonies. Last June, I officiated at a wedding, at the St. Andrews on the Square venue. 
Everything went beautifully and I use each of these opportunities to be very clear that I 
am one of the faces of KUC! I was gratified later to hear that the couple recommended 
me to other family and friends and that the marriage preparation done with this couple, 
and the ceremony itself were highly valued by them.  
 

Among our congregation are retired clergy who have retained their license to officiate at 
weddings and while there were very few weddings performed this year, on at least a 
couple of occasions, our registers were utilized by visiting clergy. 
 

In December, I “officiated “ at the first vow renewal ceremony I’ve ever done, for a 
couple celebrating fifty-plus years of marriage. This was a highlight because it meant so 
much to the family participating. Coincidentally, I have been asked to do something 
similar this summer for another couple celebrating fifty years! 
 

Looking ahead, besides the vow renewal in July, I have a few weddings coming up. 
Brothers, who are having weddings in June and September, and possibly a third couple in 
August. None of these ceremonies are to be held in our 421 building, but I am 
encouraged by Florence’s vision of promoting our own space as a wedding venue and I 
look forward to working alongside her in that endeavour. 



Another highlight is an example of our KUC Ministries intersecting. When I spoke at a 
board meeting of Kamloops Pride in March on behalf of KUC’s Affirming Ministry, the 
news that our Marriage Ministry would (and had) officiate at same-sex unions was 
received with gratitude and delight. 
 

The Marriage Ministry at KUC is a privilege and a pleasure for me. That I already have had 
three more requests for this year than I had last year makes me optimistic that there will 
be more opportunities for me to represent KUC in this happy way! 

Music & Worship 
Our Worship group has grown; Bruce, Marnie, Phyllis, Sandy, Ona and Diane are a very 
active and decisive group. We are actively working on streamlining materials and 
decorations that are no longer fresh, replacing them with a new look. This year has been 
wonderful with the addition of Rachel Casponi to the staff. Her enthusiasm and skill have 
been a shot in the arm for all of KUC. With not only assuming the reins of the Folk of 
Note, but restoring the Holy week Concerts to KUC and more, there is much to celebrate. 
She has many more ideas too: Watch what happens. We found Rachel one day when she 
called in to see if there was space to teach music lessons here and we never let her go! 

 

 

 

 



Music (Bells) 
The highlight this past year was having ten of the ringers from Bells of Note and Harmony 
in Hand attend the week long International Handbell Symposium in Vancouver in July 
2016!  There were 760 ringers, of all ages, ringing more than 2,000 handbells and 
representing 9 countries from across the world.   The highlight of the Symposium was the 
final concert presented  to the public, playing a piece from each country, directed often 
by the person who composed or arranged the music.  Several of our congregation 
members came down for the concert and lent their support to us.  What an experience it 
was for us to ring with so many skilled and accomplished ringers from across the 
world!  If you want to hear some of the concert, it is on YouTube -- it is in the handbell 
section and is the final concert IHS 2016. Karen McClelland 

Pastoral Care 
Contact: Cheryl Lyall 
Number of KUC participants: 8 on a monthly basis and the whole congregation on going. 
Each time we; care for another, say hello, share a laugh or let pastoral care know about a 
person who is struggling, sick or in the hospital we strengthen our community and spirit. 
 

We find it is hard to pick one thing to focus on from 
2016. The collaboration with Discovery Circle to 
organize the MAID Forum attended by over 200 people 
was a highlight. A participant emailed afterward “… 
your insight in acknowledging the community’s need 
for an objective explanation of this important new 
option in end of life health care.   It exceeded my 
expectations.   Thanks for remembering the community part of “church community”. In 
addition we believe that the larger community was also affected in the media message 
that was used to advertise the event. In this way we quietly advanced our mandate of 
supporting the wider community here in Kamloops who may only know it happened but 
did not attend. 
 

Pastoral Care members and Rev Bruce Comrie host a monthly worship service at Berwick. 
There is a dedicated group who attend faithfully. We feel a kinship with this tight knit 
community. This service strengthens the community in Berwick and fills those of us who 
attend with joy.  
 



Pastoral care members visit at the hospital 2- 3 times a week. Patients appreciate the 
visits. We wanted to highlight the value of the connection with the families of patients. 
This contact strengthens the connection with the church and reassures the family that 
their loved one is not alone. Not being alone is a huge benefit of the Blue Christmas 
service. Folks dealing with grief over the holidays come together at a lovely service. This 
is a profound experience of community allowing people to connect through a shared 
experience. 
 

Lastly we are grateful and reliant on the congregation to let us know if someone is sick, in 
the hospital, celebrating or going through a hard time.  
 

 

Kamloops United Church   
Preschool & Out of School Care Program 

 

Administrator/MANAGER/Senior Educator:  Patti Pernitsky ECE 

Board of Directors:   
  Betty Karpuk      KUC appointed 

            Anne Brogden    KUC appointed  

           Linda L'Arrive     KUC appointed   
            Carolyn Ramsay KUC appointed 

   Jessica Pretty      Parent Rep/ Tuesday Thursday Preschool 
     Jen Lingren          Parent Rep/ Monday Wednesday Preschool 
Staff:  

 Patti Pernitsky ECE    Preschool Teacher/Out of School Care 

          Sheri Heidec ECE/SN  Preschool Teacher 
          Kathryn Pernitsky BScHons/MSc Candidate Out of School Care 
          Gloria Alexander ECEA Out of School Care 

          Kimi Chen  ECEA Out of School Care 

             Loretta Buckingham ECE substitute  
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

We consistently provide high quality childcare for over 45 families.  Some live in the 
downtown area, while others have come from Westsyde, Juniper, North 
Kamloops, just to name a few.  These families range from single parents on 
assistance to two parent families of some means.  Everyone is WELCOME!   We 
provide a multi-cultural, interdenominational program that is inclusive of all learning 
styles including Special Needs .  

 

During this past school year Patti Pernitsky had the opportunity to teach classes 
at both TRU and Sprott SHAW.  When she walked into the TRU Early Childhood 
Education class, it was only to find that two of the students taking her class were 
actually former preschool students from twenty years ago.  This really reflects 
positively that our program works!  For those of the KUC Congregation that are 
unaware, this preschool has been open since 1954, and is the oldest preschool in 
British Columbia.  We all need to be very proud of this.  We have sustainability 
and the ongoing support of this Congregation has allowed us to remain open. 

 

"The greatest natural resource that any Country can have is it's Children".  

 Thank you for your continuing support! 

Many blessings upon you and your families. 

  

 

 

 



PIT Stop 
Contact: Rick W. pitstop@kamloopsunited.ca 

Number of KUC participants: several. 
Number of Community Participants: Greater than 500 

 

As of April 2, 2017 we have served slightly more than 1900 
meals which is on par with 2016. In 2016 we served 7732 hot 
meals. 
 

We have 22 different teams committed to Sundays this year and have only 7 Sundays not 
yet spoken for. Five of these teams are brand new. At least 23 of the weeks are with 
teams that supply both the manpower and the funds for the dinner. 
 

We continue to have strong relationships with our 
suppliers and supporters but of note we are extremely 
grateful to Kamloops Food Bank for their committed 
aid in support of PIT Stop. We also are thankful to the 
students and teachers of Aberdeen Elementary School 
who played a huge part in the 2016 Christmas Dinner. 
As well we are very pleased that we will be receiving 
200 pairs of shoes this year from Runners Sole to pass 
on to our guests. 

 

Our 20 Year Anniversary Celebration plans are ongoing and on May 2 we will be 
presenting an official request to City Council to proclaim 'PIT Stop Week in the City of 
Kamloops' in June.  
 

Attached is a short story that Matt A. wrote after participating in the Me To We day with 
Mr. Powrie's class from Aberdeen Elementary on Feb 26, 2017 
 

 



Prayer Shawl 
Contact: Lois Cutler, Marg Sutherland 

As of this year the Prayer Shawl 
knitters and crochet folks have made, 
and presented, 250 prayer shawls 
over the years. We are moving on to 
to greater diversity with 
handwarmers (requested by folks 
who use wheelchairs), scarves, 
mittens and so on. We work 
throughout the warmer season for 
distribution when the cold comes.  

   More creative folks are welcome.                       It is so joyful to share a prayer shawl. 

Projectionists 
We don't have any analytics, we don't have any stories. What we do have is a committed 
team of five who have a passion for projection on Sunday mornings.  They keep in touch 
to “schedule” and cover off and care for each other.  (Marnie Strong, Ron Routledge, Sue 
Sewell, Diane Stuart and Patric. McColl). 
 

Recently a few more volunteers joined the team for projection at educational events 
(“MAiD”, “the Jesus Fatwah” and the Spring gathering of Presbytery). 
Along with a passion for Sunday morning worship projection, and learning opportunities, 
we also have a passion for family, including grandchildren, travel, and have health issues, 
so it would be great to add another 3 or 4 people to this team.  Please speak to Florence, 
or any of the 5 “regulars” if you’d like to know more about this “task”.  We’d be pleased 
to show you the ropes! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



R.A.F.T. 
Contact: Martha Ashbaugh, Lynda Fisher 
 

Refugee Resettlement work has been extremely busy over the last year to  
a year and a half. R.A.F.T. (Refugees and Friends Together) sponsored 7 Syrian families 
over this time with arrivals between December 31, 2015 and March 16, 2017.   
The families are all settling here in Kamloops and getting used to the Canadian way-of-
life. English classes take most of the time for the adults and some of the men 

are also working. The 7 families total 28 people - plus one baby boy and a set of girl twins 
born since arrival. The support of the people of KUC - as well as all of Kamloops - has 
been most gratifying and important. We are enjoying getting acquainted with everyone 
and helping them with learning their way around Kamloops.  

Reception Desk  
Co-ordinator: Bonnie Pyper 

We are the face of KUC to people who come through the 
doors, or phone, Monday to Friday from 10:00 am to 2:00 
pm.  We host while staff have their lunch breaks, handle 
phone calls, either ourselves or send them to the 
appropriate staff member or the Thrift store. We also 
instruct folks on using the lift – that can get to be quite… 
entertaining.  This year we celebrate having two new ‘faces 
of KUC’: Janet Eckland on Tuesdays and Marne Chadderton 
on Thursdays. Hooray! Thanks to two folk new to KUC for 
pitching in so soon and to all those volunteers pitching in all 
along.  You are so appreciated.  Please let Bonnie know if 
you can be a back up receptionist; we’d love to have you. 

 

 

 

 



Resource Center 
Contact: Cathie Yingling 

  
Discovery Circle's Vision was to create a space where various programs and resources could be 
available for the congregation and others to use for their own research and for groups to be able 
to view programs to support their ministries. The room also has possibility for small group 
meetings and training purposes. 

 
Starting with a bare room, library resources, and a survey to discover the needs of various 
groups, and what resources they were already using. A desk and table were purchased and chairs 
were already available as  were bookcases. A TV monitor was donated, and a lap top was also 
available. With purchase of a few items needed to facilitate the use of the laptop and thanks to 

Dave Klassen who installed the wall brackets and 
the monitor we were able to get the room ready 
for downloading material from the Internet. 

 
A crew of five came in and helped process and 
organize the books, thanks to Arlene Simmons, 
Barb Hollingshead, Max R. Aranguiz-Peterson, 
Janet myself we were able to organize the library. 
This process took a lot of hours. We were pleased 
to have the room ready for use in time for 
Presbytery. 

 
We have been pleased to see that a variety of 

groups started to use the Internet Programing. 
Groups range in size from 2-8 at a time have viewed Epiphany material and that is ongoing. 
Groups have livestreamed material from National and this was organized by Patric McCall.  The 
material was recorded and made available for groups and individuals to view. This will be 
ongoing as well. 
Material on Ted Talks: YouTube and the United Church You Tube recorded material is also 
available. 

 
We still have work to do to make the resources easily available to find and to use the laptop. This 
is just the beginning of how we can make use of our Resource Centre.  We would appreciate any 
creative ideas that you might have on the use of the Resource Centre. 

 
Thank you to Florence for her advice and support of making the Resource Centre successful. Also 
for Alan for his support of technology.  



Sound Techs 
KUC has a dedicated group of sound techs. they are always at the back of the room making it 
LOUD.  But if that is not loud enough please ask about the new HEARING ASSISTS.  

If you are interested in volunteering… your name needs to start with R… maybe D. 

Submitted on behalf of Ray, Rob, Ron, Ross, Roy, Dirk, Dan and sometimes Shane. 

Soup & Sandwich Community Luncheons 
Community Soup & Sandwich is in its fourth year! The planning group of June, Ona, 
Carolyn and Derm are already planning a new menu for next year.  Thank you to the 
volunteers who contribute so much to our luncheons from October to May. 
 

From our Guests: “I have attended several Wednesday lunches (in the Fall and the 
Winter) and have thoroughly enjoyed each one.  I am always greeted warmly and really 
feel welcomed by the volunteers.  Sitting at the communal tables, I often meet someone 
new while enjoying the company of old friends. The selection of food is lovely and the 
soups are always flavourful. I appreciate the community outreach and am impressed with 
the range of activities offered by the church. 
 

Thank you to the dedicated team who prepare and serve the food and create such a 
welcoming space...my heart and tummy are filled each time I participate in a Wednesday 
lunch.”  Margaret Patten 
“I love the monthly Community Lunch!  Some friends and I mark our calendars so not to miss the 

lunch.  We’ve met friends there plus made new 
ones. One is always welcome to sit with others 
and chat with your neighbour. The added touches 
for the table decorations (i.e. green for St. 
Patrick’s) add to the friendly atmosphere. The 
soups are so good and have even asked for the 
recipe for a favourite. All homemade and taste as 
good as it looks. Then we say goodbye and visit 
the United Church Thrift Shop next door before 
heading home.  A great community event that is 
firmly marked on our calendar.”  Dawn Brodie 

 



Thrift Store 
Contact: Sharon Rhodes, Linda L’Arrive 

Number of KUC participants:  10 

Number of community participants: 26 

 

Linda and team have taken the donation 
room in hand and organized  it into an 
amazing space of transformation. There is a 
large amount of donations that are 
processed each week. Many thanks to all 
the Volunteers who put in the hours they 
can with lots of fun community. Everyday of 
the week is unique in designing and selling. 
The Thrift Shop generated $41,000 in 2016 that will be used for all the ministries in the 
Church.  Each day’s Volunteers have the autonomy to help a person in need. Last winter 
quite a few people came in who were in need of a coat. Most of the time they ask for 
help but one man came in who was clearly cold but did not ask. The volunteer on the 
cash noticed and let him know that we could help with a coat if he would like. He was 
very grateful and they choose a warm sturdy coat and he left with the dignity of warmth 
around his body. The volunteers that day also felt pretty great.  

UCW 
Contact: Sharon Rhodes  
Number of KUC participants: 50 

 

Monthly meetings are held on the first Tue. of each month and 30-50 women attend 
each month. We have a wonderful tea time, catching up on each others lives.  At the 
monthly meeting we bring in speakers. We have enjoyed speakers on topics as varied as 
from Brain injury to Adventures and Planting Spring Pots to a TED Talk on what it is like 
to be a Muslim woman. 
 

We are happy to have a have a new executive. A highlight for us was the Fall Fair. The 
sanctuary was bursting with a variety of crafts and goodies. We are proud that the 
proceeds for the day were over $1,700.00.  
 



Vision 429 
This year we’ve just celebrated the sale of the final unit in 429. Hooray!!!  Ray also tells us (when 
a sale of the second lot on the  Shuswap happens) we will be just into the black on everything. 
Whew!! We have come through all of this and can, after all these years, almost, wind 
down.  Thanks to all for your support.  It sure helped. 

Website Team 
Contact: <webminister@kamloopsunited.ca> 

Participants: Patric McColl, Marnie Strong, Heather Mewhort. 
 

The three of us enjoy updating the KUC website and KUC Facebook page:  sharing 
information within the congregation and with the wider community.   We each 
appreciate “the seamless way that the three of us work together on the web”. 
Highlights:  We are amazed and delighted with the “realization of the incredible reach of 
Facebook. For the MAiD Workshop, we had 244 ‘views’.  Sharing the CFJC story of RAFT’s 
(Refugees And Friends Together) first Syrian family, the Al Mohammed family, had 373 
views and the Globe & Mail article about Richard Wagamese was viewed on KUC’s 
Facebook page 1,630 times. 
 

We are delighted to let you know that both the KUC sponsored PIT Stop program 
(feeding guests each Sunday afternoon from our awesome kitchen with amazing and 
awesome volunteers working with coordinator Rick W) now has a PIT Stop Facebook 
page, as does our KUC Thrift Shop.  Check them out on Facebook and give them a “like”! 
We would welcome a new member to our team (and teach you what you need to know, 
or learn from you if you know stuff we don’t.) 
 

    

                                     

 


